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PREFACE. 



The chapters given in this little volume are 
specially intended to clear up the doubts and 
difficulties which so often perplex the heart on 
the question of personal salvation^ As the 
title expresses, only what may be called the 
'foundation truths' of the Gospel are dealt 
with. But it is intended to show how gloriously 
full and how absolutely reliable these are. 

The writer is convinced that there can be 
no real Christian life until the foundation is 
properly laid. He believes the mistake of so 
many to be that they are trying to live for God 
without due attention to this; they are trying 
to build up acceptably to Him without having 
first seen that the foundation of the whole 
building is secure. 
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This little book aims at clearing up all 
difficulties on this score. It attempts to show 
that the assurance of salvation is not the 
privilege of a few advanced Christians, but 
the only proper experience of every true 
believer in Christ, when the Gospel is rightly 
understood and received in simple faith. 

No attempt is made in these chapters to 
deal with the practical life of the Christian, 
except so far as it is stated occasionally in a 
general way. But the writer intends, * if the 
Lord will/ shortly to follow up this little 
volume with another, uniform in size and price, 
entitled, The Life of Consecration, This will 
deal with the Christian Life in detail from its 
practical side. It is hoped that this volume 
will be published during January 1880. Others 
may follow, unfolding various truths which are 
both precious to the believer's heart and also 
very necessary to his growth in grace. 
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THE SURE FOUNDATION. 



I. 

Complete in (S:\ix\&t 

* Ye are complete ^ in Him. ' — CoL. ii. lO. 

COMPLETE in Christ ! What a wondrous 
depth of meaning must there be in these 
words ! It is what God says of Hin own believing 
children. How our weak and faithless hearts 
seem at times to hesitate in receiving a truth 
like this ! We readily enough believe that in 
Jesus we have a boundless treasury of grace for 
every need, that He is precious to our souls 
(i Pet ii. 7), and that centred in Him is our 

^ The exact rendering of the original language is, * Ye 
are in Him filled full. * The meaning is, that in Christ 
the believer is provided with all that He needs for his 
spiritual well-beinij. 
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every hope for time and eternity. But God 
says even more than this — that we are already 
complete in Christ 

We sometimes find fault (and very rightly so) 
with those who go ever so little beyond the 
word of God; and we are anxious always to 
keep ourselves strictly and soberly to what it 
teaches. To go one single step beyond that is 
adding to the word, — an act dishonouring to 
God and dangerous to the soul. But it is no 
less dishonouring to God, and quite as danger^ 
ous to the highest interests of the soul, to fall 
ever so little short of the word of God. At the 
close of the book of the Revelation our Lord 
as solemnly warns us against taking away from 
His word as He does against adding anything 
to it (Rev. xxiL i8, 19). 

Now the words before us contain one of those 
statements which the believer, having in view 
his own weakness and personal unworthiness, is 
rather inclined to weaken down from its simple 
meaning. He shrinks from assuming a position 
so exalted as this, and often looks upon it rather 
as a condition which he may perhaps in time, 
by the grace of God, be able to reach. Humility 
seems at first to suggest to him that this is a 
possible future state, rather than one actually 



■».» 



COMPLETE IN CHRIST"* ' 0^ 

present. But, after all, the truest kundlity is 
just to take God at His wordy and to believe what 
He says. We lose much present consolation 
and strength when we shrink from doing so. 

If, then. He gives us such a position, let us be 
very sure that in His sight it is indeed a reality, 
and that we are quite safe in taking our stand 
upon it If He tells us, not that we shall be or 
may be, but that we have been already made, and 
even now are^ complete in Christ, let us treasure 
up the words in our hearts, believing them in 
their plainest meaning, and seeking, as the Spirit 
of God within us shall teach, a deeper under- 
standing of so great a privilege. 

Complete in Christ! In the first place, 
notice very carefully that the believer's com- 
pleteness is not in himself. Much mistake 
arises from forgetting this. If we had to look 
for it in ourselves, in our own hearts and lives, 
we should often doubt that we really have such 
a position before God. The word, it is true, 
says that we are * complete ' ; but our own hearts 
often tell us the contrary, and at times many 
of the children of God are full of doubts and 
fears ; for the human heart is always prone to 
take its own view of things rather than God'» 
view, and to see things in its own light rax\ssx 
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than in His. But all such perplexity arises 
from looking for completeness where God Him- 
self does not look for it, and where He has not 
told us to look for it. He does not say, ' Ye 
are complete in yourselves ^^ but ^ in Christ,^ 
This is the blessed result of that true union 
with Him which the Holy Spirit effects in the 
believer, who is thereby united to and therefore 
* complete ' in Christ. 

Look at the verse just before the text. We 
read of Christ, * In Him dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily ' — under the veil, that is, 
of His glorified body, which He still wears at the 
right hand of God. And then, immediately 
after thus stating that the fulness of the Godhead, 
or, in other words, God in all His fulness, ever 
dwells in Christ, the Apostle is taught of God 
to say to the believers, * And ye are complete 
in Him.' The meaning of * complete ' is Jilled 
up, or perfect ; and so we are told that every true 
believer, who is really in Christ by union with 
Him, is perfect as to his standing before God. 
There is nothing wanting. In the eye of God, 
Christ and believers are one — one not merely 
in figure or appearance, but actually * one body ' 
(Rom. xii. 4, 5; i Cor. xiL 12, 13), *one spirit' 
(i Cor. vi. 17) ; yes, one now, and one for ever. 
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Yes, it is in Christ. Let us bear this well 
in mind ; and when Satan, or our own hearts, 
or scoffing friends, remind us of our weakness, 
and suggest doubts and fears as to our com- 
pleteness and perfect safety, then must we look 
at once to Christ. T/tere is our completeness ; 
it is in Him, 

If, then, we are to look to Christ for our 
completeness, and not to ourselves, we must 
next observe that this wonderful standing which 
God gives to His people, as complete in Christ, 
is equally true of aU who have in simple faith 
laid hold on His finished work. It belongs no 
more to the giant in spiritual things than it does 
to the mere babe in Christ. The saint of fifty 
years' standing is in the sight of God not one 
atom more complete in this respect than the 
youngest believer. The one may realize it more 
than the other, and enjoy more comfort from it ; 
but God is not speaking here of the believer's 
realization of his position in Christ, but rather 
of what that position is in itself 2J[idi in His own 
sight. 

We will now go a little farther into the 
matter, and inquire in what respect the believer 
is complete in Christ. In a general sense he 
is complete as to his standing btfort God., 



14 THE SURE FOUNDATION. 

Already we have briefly alluded to this, but 
we must dwell upon it a little more fully. The 
believer's standing before God is perfect. 
Nothing can add to it, and nothing can take 
from it. The word of God is very plain on 
this point Let us see what it says. There is 
no doubt as to what the Eternal Father thinks 
of Christ : ' This is My beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased* (Matt. iii. 17, xvii. 5). 
Here is the Father's testimony about Christ ; 
and now what is His testimony about His 
adopted children in Christ? We shall find 
that He is also *well pleased' with them in 
Christ, and for Christ's sake. 

Look at Eph. i. 4-7, where the 'spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places,* with which the 
believer has been blessed by the God and 
Father of Christ, are fully described. * He 
hath chosen us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before Him in love : having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, wherein He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved : in whom we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgive- 
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ness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace.' 

Here is the full standing of the believer in 
the sight of God. It is all, we observe, the 
work of God's * good pleasure,' all of His free 
and undeserved grace ; all in Christ, and nothing 
in ourselves. We have been * chosen in Him ' 
to be *holy and without blame before Him.' 
We have been * predestinated unto the adoption 
of children ' — set apart, that is, before ever we 
were born, even * before the foundation of the 
world,' to be His own children. We have been 
* accepted in the Beloved,' His own * beloved 
Son,' in whom He is so *well pleased.' We 
have also been redeemed from sin and death 
by His blood, and, moreover, we have been 
forgiven all sins. 

What could we have more than this ? What 
more could we want? Chosen, adopted, ac- 
cepted, redeemed, forgiven, and all in Christ, 
the Father's 'beloved Son.' Christ has once 
stood in our place, and represented us sinners 
before His Father. He was made to be *sin 
for us.' He bore all our guilt. He suffered our 
punishment. He died our death. For us He 
rose again and ascended into heaven. And all 
this *that we might be made <fie r\gJfvie.ouv 
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ness of God in Him ' (2 Cor. v. 21); that all 
His true believing people, who are united to 
Him, might bear His character as completely 
righteous in heaven before His Father. Yes, 
the humblest and the weakest believer, who is 
just resting on Him in simple faith, the youngest 
convert, it may be of yesterday, no less than 
the aged saint, is, in the sight of God, complete 
in Christ, complete for Christ's sake, and, 
blessed be the goodness of God, complete as 
Christ Himself, This is the believer's standing 
before God. 

Surely it is a glorious and blessed truth to 
know that, notwithstanding our frequent failings 
and infirmities, our loving Father has thus made 
the most ample provision for His children in 
Christ. As He looks upon the earthly life 
and daily walk of His adopted children, He 
views us in Christ, and sees us, not as we are 
in ourselves, weak and sinful, but as we are in 
Him. Not only did Christ die for the lost 
sinner^ but He, who is Himself the righteous- 
ness of God, is ever living for the saved sinner. 
He now * appears in the presence oiQo^for us ' 
(Heb. ix. 24) as * the Lord our righteous- 
ness' (Jer. xxiii. 6). 

But we must not forget to speak of responsi- 
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bility. This glorious position before God is 
not only one of the highest privilege. The 
higher the privilege, the higher also is the re- 
sponsibility. * Unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall much be required ' (Luke xii. 48). 
We who bear the character of Christ before 
God, as * complete in Him,' should endeavour to 
bear it also upon earth amongst those around 
us. We ought to give the most clear evidence 
before the world that we are conscious of 
possessing such privilege in Christ. 

This responsibility is very briefly described 
in the ist chapter of the Epistle to the 
Colossians as * walking worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work ' (ver. 10). And in the 3d and 4th chapters 
the Apostle enters more fully into the practical 
bearings of this * walking worthy of the Lord.' 
He applies the subject not only to the inner 
life of the heart, in the mortification of all in- 
ward evil tendencies, but also to the various 
outward dealings and relationships between 
man and man, bringing it down even to the 
smallest actions of daily life. 

And it is very important to observe, at the 
beginning of the 3d chapter, that this life of 
holiness — inward in the heart toward Gc><i^ "^ssSs. 
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outward in our actions toward men — is not in- 
sisted on in order to obtain a high standing 
before God, or to be united with Christ, or to 
have any position which we had not before ; 
but because the believer is already * risen with 
Christ,' and because his life is already * hid with 
Christ in God.' Holiness of life, let us re- 
member, does not lead on to privilege ; but 
the privilege, rightly laid hold of and properly 
understood, leads on to holiness. Our privi- 
lege has been obtained for us by the death 
and resurrection of Christ, and we have laid 
hold of it by simple faith. But the privilege is 
followed by responsibility. Bearing Christ's 
character in heaven, as perfectly righteous in 
Him, we should, as the result of this, reflect 
His character also upon earth in our daily walk. 
And in order to maintain this character of 
Christ in our daily walk, we must remember 
that God requires nothing from us that He 
does not enable us to perform. For this also 
we are * complete in Christ.' * In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength^ (Isa. xlv. 24). 
But what is our strength ? It is the Spirit of 
Christ, given to the adopted sons, and teaching 
them to call God their Father (Gal. iv. 6). 
This indweiiing of the Spirit is the privilege of 
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the believer. It is the result of faith. It is 
only given to the sons. And who are the sons ? 
They who have * power to become the sons of 
God ' by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ (see 
John i. 1 2). And this is the strength in which 
we may fulfil our high responsibility. With 
this power we are * complete ' for our daily walk 
before men, and are enabled to bring forth 
all that * fruit of the Spirit' (Gal. v. 22, 23) 
with which the life of the believer should be 
adorned. 

And yet how sadly we often fail in our 
responsibility I How is this ? We have seen 
that our position of privilege before God is 
complete in Christ. It is ours by faith, and 
is not given only as we are able to realize it, 
because it is in Christy and not in ourselves. 
But it is very different with regard to the reflec- 
tion of Christ's character which we exhibit to 
others in our daily walk. This does greatly 
depend upon the way in which we realize our 
position of privilege. The more we live in the 
conscious enjoyment of our being complete 
before God in Christ, and armed with the 
strength of His indwelling Spirit, the more 
clearly shall we reflect His character before 
men. The nearer we liv^ Xo Wvkv vr. \^R5iN^^^ 
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the more like Him we shall be on earth. * As 
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
I^rd, so walk ye in Him ' (Col. ii. 6). * If we 
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit^ 
(Gal. v. 25). In proportion as we really do this 
in our daily walk, we shall glorify God before 
men upon earth. 

This is why we see such a marvellous differ- 
ence in the outward lives of believers, — some 
much more like Christ than others, and many 
scarcely like Him at all. This is why we often 
see the young convert soon outstrip in Christian 
character many a hoary-headed believer. The 
one realizes more clearly his oneness and per- 
fect union with Christ, and his completeness in 
Him before God. He lives closer to Christ. 
He holds more constant communion with Him, 
and draws strength from Him for all his needs. 
He lives more in the power of His Spirit. His 
standard of Christian life is higher, and his 
light shines more brightly before men, while 
others have only a dim realization of their 
position of privilege. They follow Christ afar 
off. Their light is but dull in the world, — at 
the best a revolving light, sometimes shining 
and sometimes quite dark. Their falls are 
many; and their inconsistencies often cause 
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*the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme' (2 
Sam. xii. 14), and often also bring upon them 
the loving chastisement and correction of their 
heavenly Father. 

Let us seek, then, to realize more of what we 
have in Christ. It is all real. Let us dwell 
upon these things more earnestly. And so 
shall we be holier in our daily life, happier in 
the hour of trial, and more active in works for 
His glory. 
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11. 

STfje HXi^ttonmtSfi of ffiolr. 

*y/<? Aa/A made Him to be sin for us^ who knew no sin ; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him J* — 
2 Cor. v. 21. 

IT is well sometimes to turn aside, in our con- 
sideration of matters pertaining to practical 
Christian life, in order to dwell upon the per- 
fectness of the believer's standing before God 
in Christ For unless this is kept with great 
clearness before the mind, we are apt very often 
to become so engrossed in our walk as to regard 
it almost as our title to favour before God. 
And the result of this must, sooner or later, be 
spiritual darkness. 

What may be accomplished through the 
power of Christ working in us is always glorious 
to contemplate ; but we must never confuse 
this with what Christ is^rus at the right hand 
of God. What Christ is, and can do in us, is a 
glorious reality; but we must remember that 
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what we are in Christ is the source of every- 
thing else. 

And it may be a help to many, and especi- 
ally to younger Christians, if their attention is 
called to the grand fact that in Christ we are 

* THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD ' (2 Cor. V. 2l). 

This expression is used also of the believer's 
privileged position before God in Rom. iii. In 
the 2 1 St verse, it is especially said that it is 
* without law ' — that is, it is not made over to 
us as conditional upon the observance of God's 
law. Were it so, of course it would be plain 
enough that no one could obtain it. And 
though few profess to think that it is thus con- 
ditional, yet practically they act as if it were. 
They see their own unworthiness and failure in 
service; and very many are led by this con- 
sideration to doubt whether they really can be 
right with God. They judge the reality of their 
privilege by the measure of their obedience, 
and so put themselves * under the law,' seeking 
righteousness by it. 

But * the righteousness of God ' is * without 
law.' It is ours altogether apart from all such 
considerations. Our title to it rests entirely on 
what Christ is for us^ not on what we zx^for 
Him, It is He whom we must examine — His 
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merits, and not ours — if we would have any real 
satisfaction before God. He has paid the 
price ; it is for us to enjoy the result. And we 
do so the moment we fulfil the one condition 
required. 

This condition is stated in the next verse, in 
which it is said that this * righteousness of God ' 
is * by faith of Christ Jesus unto all and upon 
all them that believe.' Thus the method of its 
(enjoyment is very clearly described. It is not 
by any severe and long-continued struggling 
efforts, nor by a protracted course of obedience, 
but simply through resting faith. The heart 
rests on what Christ is ; it accepts God's esti- 
mate of Him, believes God's promises concern- 
ing Him, and so partakes of * the righteousness 
of God.' This is why it is called ' the righteous- 
ness of faith' in Rom. iv. 13. And for this 
reason justification, and consequent 'peace 
with God,' is said in Rom. v. i to be *by 
faith.' 

And, further, observe the word all. There is 
no exception made. The young, the old ; the 
rich, the poor ; the learned, the unlearned ; all, 
without exception, partake of the high privilege. 
The young convert of yesterday is as fully and 
really possessed of it as the aged saint. Time 
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does not improve it ; service adds nothing to it. 
It is the heritage of faith. 

A word about its reality. It is the result of 
Christ being 'made to be sin for us* (2 Cor. v. 
21). He took our place, suffering the penalty 
due to our sin. And just as really as He did 
so are we made * the righteousness of God.' It 
is all by imputation. Just as really as our sin 
was imputed to Him, is His righteousness im- 
puted to us. If He was * made to be sin,' it is 
just as true that we are 'made the righteous- 
ness of God.' The one is as real as the other. 
And just as really as we believe that He died 
upon the cross for us, must we believe that we 
are indeed (as the result of it) * the righteous- 
ness of God.' 

And this, remember, is a /r^5^«^ condition of 
blessedness. It is not only of the future that 
this is said. Of course it will remain gloriously 
true throughout eternity; but in no moment 
of eternity will it become more true than it is 
at this moment. The only difference will be 
that then we shall see what is just as real now 
to faith. 

And this leads us to one more important 
thought. This glorious privilege does not 
depend upon what people call 'realizing' it. 
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It is true whether we ' realize ' it or not. Some 
Christians get into the dark over this. Their 
faith may be weak ; but the privilege does not 
depend upon the strength of faith. It belongs 
to the weakest faith equally with the strongest. 
Strong faith, it is true, will live more in the 
power of it, and enjoy it more, but that is 
another matter entirely. 

Let us then be under np mistake on this 
subject, or we shall miss much of the happi- 
ness and lose much of the power that might be 
ours. Let us not hesitate to take up our proper 
position before God. We do not take it un- 
bidden, but it is what He gives us ; and it is 
not only our privilege, but our positive duty to 
take it. Faith can do no more than this, and 
true faith can do no less. This is God's reckon- 
ing of what we are ; let it be ours also. 

And when we do really take up the position 
before Him which He has given us, there are 
two things which will press themselves upon 
us : — 

I. We shall desire, in the power of Christ, to 
BE before God what He reckons us for Christ's 
sake. We shall long after a closer walk with 
Him, and seek to evidence the reality of our 
privilege by a holy life. 
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2. We shall also endeavour before men to 
exhibit what we are before God, We shall be 
very careful to manifest before others the life 
which they ought to live who know themselves 
to be * the righteousness of God.' 
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III. 



WE believe that these papers will fall into 
the hands of many who may have 
been recently brought to the knowledge of 
Christ, and we desire to help them to a more 
clear and definite understanding of their blessed 
position. At the same time, we know also that 
such a subject will be equally helpful to many 
who may have made a Christian profession for 
years. Indeed, we think that every believer 
will thankfully consider the glorious privilege 
which is conveyed by the words at the head of 
this paper. 

We find the words * boldness ' and * boldly ' 
often employed in Holy Scripture in reference 
to the Christian, and on carefully examining 
the passages in which they occur, we observe 
two distinct uses of these expressions. 

They are used sometimes in connection with 
the Christianas work for God. They describe 
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that holy boldness towards his fellow-men which 
results from a clear hold on Gospel truth, a 
simple faith in Christ, and a life answerable to 
a high profession. Thus armed, we may be 
*bold in our God' (i Thess. ii. 2) in a hfe of 
outspoken testimony for Christ. 

But we desire now to call attention to the other 
use of the expressions as applied to the believer. 
They are used also in reference to his own per- 
sonal relationship towards God. And it is most 
important clearly to enter into what they mean in 
this connection. A careful observation of the 
various passages shows that the words occur 
with reference to four distinct ideas, although, 
of course, there is a close connection between 
them all. 

I. They are used as to the standing of the 
believer. By this we mean that blessed position 
of acceptance with God which he enjoys 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
Christ we are said to have * boldness and access 
with confidence by the faith of Him ' (Eph. iii. 
12). Again, because we have ^boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus' (Heb. x. 
19), we are invited to draw near to God * with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith' (ver. 22). 
Moreover, we are exhorted, *cast not aw^.^ 
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your confidence* [or boldness} ver. 35], and are •' 
also cautioned to * hold fast the confidence [or 
boldness^\ and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end ' (Heb. iii. 6). 

* Boldness,' Uien, as to our standing before 
God, * accepted in the Beloved ' (Eph. i. 6), is 
our blessed privilege. Surely this can mean 
nothing less than a confident, assured know- 
ledge of our own personal salvation. Yet how 
many there are who give every evidence of a 
real conversion to God, and yet fail just in this 
important particular. They are often found 
full of doubts and fears, — never, or at all events 
very seldom, clear as to their acceptance with 
God. They speak of hoping or thinking that 
they are saved ; but it seldom goes beyond this. 

Now, such a condition is quite wrong in a 
believer, and it arises wholly from forgetting 
the most simple and elementary truth of the 
Gospel. Our * boldness to enter into the 
holiest ' is * by the blood of Jesus.' And when 
this is apprehended as a simple reality, doubt 
and perplexity is sure to give way before a joy- 

^ In both these verses, and in all the passages 
referred to in this paper, the very same word is used in 
the original language which is translated by * boldness * 
in Eph, iii, 12 and Heb. x. 19. 
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ful assurance of acceptance, which is the only 
right and scriptural experience for a believer. 

Let us take a very simple illustration. I 
want to travel from Liverpool to New York. I 
cannot walk on the water, and it is too far to 
swim. In myself I have no resource ; and if 
left to myself, I must give it up. There is, 
however, a vessel in which I can make the 
voyage. But I have no right in it. It belongs 
to other people, who would at once challenge 
my entrance; and I have not the means to 
pay for a passage. In my despair I meet a 
friend who kindly purchases a passage for me. 
He hands me a ticket or paper which gives me 
the right to go on board. My journey now is 
secured. I take my place in the vessel, and 
am relieved of every doubt. 

Now, observe what gives me this * boldness 
to enter into ' the vessel. Not my own sense 
of certainty about my voyage, or my happiness 
in the prospect of attaining my end. Not, in 
a word, any feeling in myself at all. Of course, 
I cannot help feeling thankful for the favour; 
but this is the result of my * boldness to enter 
in,' and not the source of it No ; I fall back 
on my ticket ; and if ever I feel any uncertainty, 
I again produce it, and see if it is z. %^"wsiKx\R. 
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thing. Then, satisfied about this, I am once 
more at rest It gives me perfect acceptance 
before the owners of the vessel. . 

And observe, further, that my * boldness ' to 
step on board depends not upon my views about 
this ticket, but upon the valuation placed upon 
it by the owners of the vessel. I may have but 
little sense of the value of money, or may not 
even know what it cost. I may wonder that 
such a ticket should secure so much. But 
still I rest in what the owners think as to its 
worth, and not upon my own thoughts. 

We have purposely enlarged upon this illus- 
tration, because it gives a very clear and definite 
idea of the believer's acceptance with God, and 
his * boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus.' 

In the first place, the entrance cannot be 
made at all except through the means provided. 

* Without shedding of blood is no remission ' 
(Heb. ix. 22). And then as to the personal 
application of this, it is only * through faith in 
His blood' (Rom. iii. 25) that believers can say, 

* We have redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins' (Col. i. 14). Without 
this personal reliance on the precious blood of 
Christ, whatever else there may be in the way 
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of Striving to overcome sin, or any form of 
outward religion, there can be no * boldness to 
enter into the holiest.' 

But when this becomes the experience of the 
soul, then the * boldness ' follows, as we get a 
clear view of the position of the blood of Christ 
in the matter of our acceptance. 

Without the least intending to do so, we are 
too apt to make some feeling or experience of 
our hearts the ground of our acceptance with 
God. This is the real source of much painful 
darkness of soul. But we *who sometimes 
were far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
ChrisV (Eph. ii. 13). This is our right of 
approach. Nothing inside of ourselves, but 
His blood, must give us * boldness to enter 
into the holiest.' If any doubts arise, and 
a strong sense of personal • unworthiness 
comes over the soul, our peace remains undis- 
turbed, if we always remember that we enter * by 
the blood of Jesus.' Faith looks at this, and 
finds rest at once, — a blessed and peaceful 
rest. 

And it is important also to bear in mind that 
our right *to enter into the holiest' does not 
depend upon our appreciation of the value of the 
blood of Jesus, but upon God's valuatvow q.1 >x, 

c 
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Some forget this, and are cast down because they 
are conscious of imperfectly understanding the 
infinite merit of His blood. Our understanding 
of it will ever be imperfect. Eternity may not 
unfold to us all that is wrapt up in the words, 
^ the precious blood of Christ' (i Pet. i. 19). 
But their fullest meaning is apprehended by 
God, and our * boldness' arises from simply 
resting upon His knowledge of its value, and 
not upon our own. 

Oh, how we dishonour God by our want of 
* boldness ' in taking our stand before Him ! It 
simply means that we do not fully trust Him. 
We think it a sign of humility to be ever 
hesitating. It would be so if our own merits, 
or our experience, or even our apprehension 
of the value of the blood of Christ, were the 
ground of approach. But since it is * the pre- 
cious blood * alone, and what God knows of its 
value, let us not * cast away our confidence * [or 
boldness] (Heb. x. 35). 

Nay, rather, with * boldness' let us * enter 
into the holiest;' and the more fully we are 
conscious of our utter unworthiness, the more 
'boldly' let us honour the precious blood of 
Christ, and rest in God's knowledge of its 
unspeakablt value, by still 'holding fast the 
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confidence [or hoidness\ and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end ' (Heb. iii. 6). 

After seeing thus the use of these words in 
relation to the believer's standing as * accepted 
in the Beloved/ we now turn to their use 
in three other ways in connection with the 
believer. 

2. Prayer, *Let us come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need' (Heb. iv. i6). 
This passage describes the believer's privilege 
of drawing near in believing, confident prayer 
to God for necessary supplies of grace and 
help, rather than his standing. And again the 
Apostle John writes : * And this is the confidence 
[or boldness] that we have in Him, that, if we 
ask anything according to His will. He heareth 
us' (i John V. 14). Thus we see that the 
boldness of the believer is not to be confined 
only to his standing before God, but is also to 
be carried into his prayers. 

And let us observe the ground of this boldness 
in prayer. Just as in the case of our standing, 
it all rests upon what Jesus is, and not upon 
what we are. Our thoughts are fixed upon the 
character of our * great High Priest,' as able to 
be * touched with the feeling of out \ti&rav\NlNs:3.^ 
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as having been * in all points tempted like as 
we are' (Heb. iv. 15). And in the other 
passage *the confidence' [or boldness] is said 
to be *in [or concerning, oiargin] Him' (i 
John V. 14). The Lord Jesus, then, and not 
self, as the ground of all * boldness ' in prayer, 
is to be the one absorbing object of attention. 

Yet how few of God's children seem to 
realize this ! Self is so very prominent in our 
prayers. There is so much said of what we 
are ; so little of what Christ is. This is pain- 
fully so in our public prayer meetings ; and it 
is probably so in the private devotions of very 
many. And so our prayers are hindered. 
The consciousness of personal unworthiness is 
allowed to come in as a cloud between the 
soul and God. Self-contemplation draws the 
thoughts from Him who should occupy them 
so completely. 

Of course, we are personally unworthy, to 
the very last degree; and it is well for us to 
know it, and freely to confess it in our prayers. 
But there let it be. It is a fact which must 
ever humble us. But the moment it hinders 
our * boldness' at the throne of grace, and 
discourages us there, it is plain that our eyes 
have been attracted from Christ We may be 
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slow to admit it, but we have been seeking our 
'boldness,' in some degree at least, in self, 
instead of in Him. For no sense of personal 
unworthiness can hinder a * boldness' which 
rests on what He is at the Father's right hand. 
He is there in the very person of our manhood, 
now in risen and ascended glory, just as our 
worthiness^ and as our encouragement to draw 
near in prayer. And no thoughts of what we 
are can hinder our enjoyment of any privilege 
which rests upon what He is. 

Some are cast down by the consciousness of 
the imperfection of their prayers. They seem 
to fall so short of what they feel such an 
exercise as prayer should be. They are unable 
to maintain the absorbing attention they would 
wish. The mind wanders. True, it is so ; 
and as long as we are in the flesh it will 
be so. Our liability to weariness, our various 
conditions of bodily and mental vigour, con- 
nected with health or ill-health, all have their 
effect upon us. It is so just because we are 
encompassed with the weakness of human 
nature. But we are not to be discouraged by 
this, much as we may wish it otherwise. 

But even in view of this weakness, we have 
* boldness ' when we look unto Jesus and cease. 
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to contemplate ourselves. He is not one * who 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities.' Nay, He knows them well. So 
far as they are not sinful, He has experienced 
them Himself; and so far as they partake of 
sin, His precious blood cleanses us from the 
defilement. 

And as no sense of personal unworthiness, or 
of imperfection in our prayers themselves, need 
hinder our * boldness,' neither need there be 
any hindrance in regard to the actual petitions 
offered. We do not present them for anything 
in ourselves, but in His name (John xvi. 23). 
His merits are sufficient to procure anything 
and everything. If, therefore, the precise terms 
of our request do not seem to be granted, there 
are reasons for it in the wisdom of our heavenly 
Father. But * the name of Jesus ' could have 
procured it, had it been for our best interests. 
The largest petition will never hinder 'bold- 
ness' in prayer, as we contemplate, not the 
request itself, but Him in whose name it is 
offered. Rather let us honour the Lord by 
the very 'boldness' with which we ask Him, 
in childlike trust, to do * great things for 
us.' 

J. The Second Coming of Christ, In con- 
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nection with this we have the exhortation, * And 
now, little children, abide in Him ; that, when 
He shall appear, we may have confidence [or 
boldness\ and not be ashamed before Him at 
His coming ' (i John ii. 28). Here is another 
aspect of our boldness. Christ is coming. 
Glorious as the prospect is for us as His people, 
there will be scenes the most solemn and awful 
connected with the event. If there is one 
time more than another when the believer will 
experience the blessedness of * boldness,' it will 
be at that moment when the glory of the 
approaching Saviour is revealed to him. Then 
the vision * through a glass darkly,' which is the 
utmost limits of our present faith and hope, 
will give way * in the twinkling of an eye.' 
The actual reality of all we have believed will 
burst upon us, and then our * boldness' will 
appear in its most glorious aspect. We shall 

* look up, and lift up our heads,' knowing that 
our * redemption,' in all its fullest realization,' 

* draweth nigh ' (Luke xxi. 28). 

But, after all, it will only be the perfection of 
our present * boldness,' and so it may be anti- 
cipated now. As we live * waiting for His Son 
from heaven' (i Thess. i. ro), not knowing *the 
hour our Lord doth come,' we must be * ready ' 
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(Matt xxiv. 42-44) as regards the * boldness* 
we shall then be privileged to exhibit 

But how are we to be * ready ' ? We must 
'abide in Him' (i John il 28). Not that the 
'boldness' rests upon anything meritorious in 
our 'abiding/ which will ever in itself be 
imperfect, but rather upon Him in whom we 
are to * abide.' Just as He is now ' our peace ' 
(Eph, ii. 14), He will then Himself be our 
'boldness.' Let our faith so apprehend Him 
now as to enable us confidently to anticipate 
this 'boldness in the day of judgment' (i John 
iv. 17). 

4. We must now notice the connection which 
exists between the exercise of this 'boldness' 
before God and the actual condition of the 
believer's spiritual experience. This is most 
important, and it often happens that the real 
cause of much lack of ' boldness ' in dealing 
with God is to be found in not observing it. 
Many, we mean, who have a correct knowledge 
of the Gospel yet shrink from dealing really 
and ' boldly ' with God from a consciousness of 
low spiritual attainments. 

It is very necessary to notice that in connec- 
tion both with 'boldness' in prayer and in 
respect to the Second Coming of Christ, we 
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have allusion made to actual spiritual attain- 
ment in the matter of Christian love. 

In I John iiL 14-23, we see that the existence 
and exercise of * love to the brethren,' and that 
not *in word, neither in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth,' enables us to *'know that we are 
of the truth,' and to * assure our hearts before 
Him.' *If our heart condemn us' in this 
matter, * God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things.' There can be no exercise 
of * boldness,* because that by which we may 

* assure our hearts before Him ' is wanting, or 
at a very low ebb. We know it, and God 
knows it still better; and so our boldness is 
paralyzed. But if our * heart condemn us 
not ' in this matter of love, * then have we con- 
fidence [or boldness] toward God.' And what- 
soever we ask, we receive of Him, because we 

* keep His commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in His sight' And * His com- 
mandment ' is explained as being not only to 

* believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ,' 
but also * to love one another.' Hence the con- 
sciousness 'oi the presence or absence of real 
ove to the brethren affects the exercise of 

boldness ' in prayer. 
Then, in reference to the Secorvd CQ.\sjikcv%<Ck^ 



42 THE SURE FOUNDATION. 

Christ, in i John iv. 16-18 we have the same 
connection between love and * boldness.* It is 
love * made perfect ' which enables us to antici- 
pate 'boldness in the day of judgment.' 

Let us explain the connection. Love can 
never be the ground of our * boldness * before 
God. This must ever be Christ only. But 
love is the only true evidence of real conversion. 
Without it, whatever else we may have, we are 
* nothing' (i Cor. xiii. 2). There may be 
much profession, much work, much preaching, 
much praying (so far as language is concerned), 
and much praise of men in it all, but there can 
never be the exercise of real * boldness ' before 
God. The evidence of conversion is wanting. 

And just so far as this love ' in deed and in 
truth ' towards ' the brethren ' is consciously 
lacking in us as believers, our * boldness' is 
hindered. * God is love ; ' and love alone can 
sustain in exercise the ' boldness ' towards Him 
which is founded upon Christ. We can have 
no enjoyment of the privilege. 

To understand this subject, we must distin- 
guish carefully between having ' baldness ' and 
enjoying its exercise. We have it ' by the blood 
of Jesus ' (Heb. x. 19) ; but we can only exercise 
'^^f SLS an enjoyed reality, so far as we know that 
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'as God SO loved us' we also Move one 
another' (i John iv. 11). 

We have here the reason why there is so 
much Gospel knowledge, and so little exercise 
of * boldness * before God. We let sectarian 
disputes, personal jealousies, the faults of 
others, individual peculiarities, our own tastes 
and feelings, come in and cloud our love for 
* the brethren ' ; and we are unable to rise into 
the * boldness ' which faith in Christ can alone 
grasp, but which faith and love together must 
keep in exercise. 

While, then, we ever * look unto Jesus * for 
the ground of our * boldness,' let us so look 
unto Him that we learn to love one another. 
For it is only as we cultivate the spirit of love 
that we can enjoy any privilege in the presence 
of a God who Himself * is love' (i John iv. 7, 8). 
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IV. 

©tgcouragement* 

DISCOURAGEMENT is, without doubt, 
one of the most powerful hindrances to 
spiritual progress. Indeed, it is a condition of 
soul in which real advance is next to impossible ; 
for faith in God's gracious purposes towards us, 
and in His power working in us, is the great 
means of advance ; and discouragement simply 
paralyzes faith. 

Satan knows this well enough ; and as it is 
one of his * devices ' to discourage the Christian, 
a few thoughts upon the subject may be helpful 
to many. 

There are two principal sources of discourage- 
ment. Firstly, the constant inward opposition 
experienced by the believer from the flesh 
lusting against the Spirit of God in his heart ^ 

^ This is the true meaning of this verse, which is ob- 
scured in our English Version by the word * spirit ' being 
printed with a small s, implying the spirit of the man only. 
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(Gal. V. 17); and the other is the sense of 
actual guilt incurred even by a momentary yield- 
ing to the flesh. It is clear how very closely 
these are connected, and how easily the former 
must lead on to the latter. Yet they may be, 
and very often are, distinct; or, rather, the 
former may exist for a time without leading on 
to the latter, and had better be put a stop to 
before it does. We shall briefly speak of each 
of them. 

Many who, up to the light they have, are 
following the motions of God's Spirit within 
them, even when they have, at the moment, 
no definite consciousness of sin actually com- 
mitted, are nevertheless discouraged, because the 
inward opposition never seems to abate its force. 
There is the old foe always in active readiness 
to get [an advantage, and calling as much as 
ever for constant watchfulness. 

The real cause of the discouragement in this 
case lies in a misunderstanding of the double 

But it is the Spirit of God, dwelling in the believer's 
heart, which lusts against the flesh, and against which 
the flesh lusts. And this it is which secures victory for 
the believer. While he walks in the Spirit, he does not 
'fulfil the lust of the flesh,' which is kept in subjection 
^yy the Spirit of God. 
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nature in the Christian. The new birth does 
not remove the old sinful nature, nor even 
improve it in the least. It is the implanting of 
a new nature from God side by side with the 
old ; but the old nature still remains to the end 
as hopelessly bad as ever. Far from improving 
it, the new birth rather reveals and arouses the 
old nature into activity, whereas before it was 
quiet, because it had no rival ; and so its cease- 
less opposition is more an evidence that we 
are really God's children than a proper cause 
of discouragement 

The remedy for this discouragement is clearly 
to understand that the old nature is incapable of 
improvement; and that deliverance, not from 
its presence (for that will never be so long as we 
are in the flesh), but from its power, is obtained 
by ' walking in the Spirit,' occupied with Him, 
and resting in His power to lust against and 
subdue the flesh. The Christian overcomes 
not by the removal or improvement of the flesh, 
but by its continual subjugation to the power of 
the Spirit of God. 

Then another great source of discouragement 
to many is the consciousness of sin actually 
committed They always seem to fail, and one 
failure leads on to another, till they are some- 



DISCOURAGEMENT. 47 

times tempted to despair of all progress. Of 
course, we do not palliate a single sin, but we 
do deprecate discouragement on account of it. 
There should indeed be humbling of soul and 
confession before God of a very definite kind, 
and increased watchfulness. Instant forgiveness 
must be sought in instant confession (i John 
i. 9). The consciousness of guilt retained in 
the soul clouds its upward glance, and robs 
faith of all its power. But the remedy is pro- 
vided. The instant return will restore imme- 
diate peace through the blood of Jesus Christ, 
and remove that discouragement which only 
opens the way for further defeat And this 
cleared away, we must again return to the * walk 
in the Spirit ' as the remedy against * fulfilling 
the lust of the flesh' (Gal. v. i6). 
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V. 

Notol 

Now I This is a little word which we are 
always pressing upon those who have 
not yet accepted the free gift of God's salvation 
in Christ Jesus. We find that many who are 
really anxious about their souls, and who know 
that they can only be saved through the finished 
work of Christ, yet stumble at the word * now? 
They hope to be saved some day, but cannot 
always see their way to believing in a present 
forgiveness of their sins. In dealing with such, 
we very earnestly insist upon an immediate 
acceptance of salvation, at the very moment — 
now. 

But believers who have got as far as this, 
and are trusting fully in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for acceptance and pardon, very often lose 
much of their joy and power for service by 
not insisting upon the same little word now^ 



NOW ! 49 

with equal earnestness, as regards their heavenly 
privileges in Christ. 

If we turn to Holy Scripture, we shall find 
the word connected with much very blessed 
truth. 

We not only read that we are ' now justified ' 
(Rom. V. 9), and have * now received the atone- 
ment' (ver. 11), and that there is ^ now no 
condemnation' (viii. i), but further blessings 
are revealed to us as following upon this. We 
are ?iow 'made free from sin' (Rom. vi. 22), 
710W * delivered from the law' (vii. 6). The 
life which we ' now live in the flesh ' we may 

* live by the faith of the Son of God,' in 
the power of * Christ dwelling in us ' (Gal. ii. 
20). We are notv * made nigh ' to God (Eph. 
ii. 13), and are now Might in the Lord' (v. 8). 
We are ^now the people of God,' ^now have 
obtained mercy' (i Pet ii. 10), *are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of our 
souls' (ii. 25), and are now *the sons of God' 
(i John iii. 2). 

What a glorious list of precious privileges ! 
And all are linked on to that same word * now.' 
There are future privileges in store for us. 

* When He shall appear, we shall be like Him ' 
(i John iii. 2) ; we shall * also appear with Huxv 
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in glory * (Col iii. 4) ; and much more are we 
told about that glorious time to which our 
longing hearts look forward. But many are 
so occupied with future blessedness that they 
almost forget what they are now. 

The best way of preparing for the future 
inheritance is not so much by endeavouring to 
anticipate it by strained efforts of the spiritual 
consciousness, but just to throw ourselves into 
what we are now. Just as the future man is 
best developed by the proper exercise of the 
present powers of the growing lad, so the inner 
Ufe of the believer will be best and most surely 
matured for the fruition of glory by living upon 
what he is now. 

But here is the call for faith. We are so 
frail, so imperfect, so prone to wander, so con- 
scious of indwelling sin, that we often shrink 
back from assuming the glorious position which 
God holds out to our faith. We are so slow to 
see that all our privileges, whether present or 
future, depend so entirely upon the merits of the 
Lord Jesus ; that our own demerits have nothing 
wiiatever to do with it, and do not detract from 
them in the very least 

Believing brethren, in estimating the reality 
of this your present position, as the word of 
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God describes it, cease from looking at what 
you are in yourselves, or it will all be dark. Be 
occupied not so much with yourselves as with 
the Lord Jesus. Your position before God is 
owing to what He is, and not to what you are. 
Let go entirely what you are, except as a motive 
for deep humiliation and watchfulness, and take 
your stand boldly upon what He is. And from 
this standpoint go forward without hesitation. 
Believe that what God says of you is true ; and 
that, whatever you will be, you are now nothing 
less than what He declares you to be. So will 
you be filled with joy, and be renewed in 
strength both for life and service. 
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VI. 

Witt l^tut of Cl^rtst. 

* Z^/ //5^ feace of Christ rule in your hearts. ' * 
Col. iii. 15. 

PEACE ! In this one word what a depth 
of thought is opened up ! It suggests 
the deep need of the human heart, for which it 
may long and sigh, but which it can never reach 
through any resources of its own. It whispers 
also of the wondrous supply of this pressing 
need which the goodness of God has placed 
within the reach of His believing children. 

Observe that it is called * the peace of 
Christ.' Let us examine the precious meaning 
of this. It is not a series of mere comfortable 
feelings or emotions. Neither is it only a 
peace which Christ gives. This, of course, it 
is ; but this is not all. It is not, we mean, an 
experience which He gives us apart from Him- 

^ It is beyond doubt that this is the true reading of 
the ori^nal language in this passage. 
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self. Indeed, He gives us nothing apart from 
Himself; but Himself first, and everything we 
need from His own person. All our spiritual 
blessings are communicated to us in and through 
our real and personal union with Him by His 
Holy Spirit They are indeed communications 
to us of something from Himself. 

' The peace of Christ ' in our hearts, then, is 
some measure of the very same peace which 
filled, and still fills, the heart of the Lord Jesus 
Christ He spoke of it as * My peace,' which 
He promised to * give unto ' His people (John 
xiv. 27). 

And what, we may ask with all reverence, is 
the nature of His divine peace ? It is a restful 
confidence with regard to the Eternal Father, 
first, in the conscious assurance of Sonship and 
of perfect acceptance as the God-man, and 
then in the most perfect union of will with 
Him, viewing with infinite satisfaction the 
eternal purposes of His Father, and all the 
means by which those purposes are day by day 
being carried out 

But in our present condition we must think 
rather of His peace * in the days of His flesh,' 
than as He is now, raised beyond the reach of 
earthly sorrows. And it is our blessed ^tw\k<^ 
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to receive from Him a peace of the very same 
nature as His, which can enable us to overcome 
the doubts, to allay the fears, to meet the 
temptations, to support the trials, which are 
ever liable to beset us during our earthly 
pilgrimage. 

First, then, ' the peace of Christ ' consists in 
our conscious assurance of sonship and accep- 
tance with God. In the case of the Lord Jesus, 
His assurance rested, of course, in the inward 
consciousness of His own spotless righteousness. 
With us it can never be so. But this need not 
disturb our peace. The believer's title to son- 
ship and acceptance is every whit as perfect as 
that of Christ Himself; nay, it is the very same. 
It is the same righteousness in which He was 
able to stand before the Father as the righteous 
sin-bearer, and ' take away the sin of the world ' 
(John i. 29). The believer's peace is Christ : 
'He is our peace' (Eph. ii. 14). And so long 
as the Eternal Father sees Him * a Lamb with- 
out blemish and without spot' (i Pet i. 19), 
so long will the title of those who are ' accepted,* 
not in themselves, but */« the Beloved^ (Eph. 
i. 6), be without fault before God. 

* The peace of Christ ' as to the conscious 
assurance of sonship and acceptance with God 
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follows immediately upon the believing of this 
truth in simple, childlike faith. It is received 
in Him, and through Him, and/n?/« Him ; and 
never need a distressing doubt or fear as to 
personal acceptance again harass the really 
trusting believer. 

But this is not all *the peace of Christ' 
Many live in the enjoyment of this whose 
daily lives do not, however, give evidence of a 
calm, unruffled peace in all the varied details 
of life. And so we proceed to remark that * the 
peace of Christ * consists also in the most per- 
fect union of will with God, in which He views 
with infinite satisfaction the eternal purposes 
of His Father, and all the means by which 
those purposes are day by day being carried 
out And this peace is also communicated by 
Christ to the believer's heart just up to the 
measure of his faith. 

Simple faith enables us to receive the least 
detail of daily life, good or evil as it may appear 
to us, as the direct working, or, at all events, 
the deliberate permission, of our heavenly 
Father. He has the end in view from the 
beginning, and also every step along the way, 
and orders all events, or overrules them, to the 
working out of the end. And *the peace of 
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Christ ' enables the believet to submit his will 
and thoughts to God*s wisdom, love, and power ; 
and, with his Father's end ever in view, to 
accept always, with willing acquiescence, the 
means by which it is being reached. It was 
so with Christ, and it will be so with every true 
disciple of His. 

And here we remark that * the peace of 
Christ' is not by any means a peace from 
outward sorrow and trials, but in and under 
them. As it was with Him, so it will be with 
us. 'In the world,' He says, *ye shall have 
tribulation.' It is as much a promise as the 
peace in Him which He mentions in the same 
verse (John xvi. 33). The two things, ' tribula- 
tion ' in the world and ' peace ' in. Him, are 
experienced together; the former enhancing 
the preciousness of the latter, and the latter 
removing the sting of the former. This world, 
with its sins and sorrows, and our own evil 
nature, will ever be open avenues of tribulation 
to the believing heart; but just as surely will 
Christ be an ever open source of peace, as we 
exercise the simple faith which rests content 
and happy in all the workings of God. 

But observe, further, that this * peace of 
Christ ' is not only to exist in our hearts, but 
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to rule there. It is no dreamy notion, but an 
active power. The word by which the Apostle 
expresses this is a peculiar one. It expresses 
the determining of a contest and the awarding 
of the prize. The idea is that of deciding. 
And we get the further teaching that *the 
peace of Christ ' is to be a power deciding all 
the questions which present themselves to our 
hearts. It is to keep in check our desires, and 
exert its powerful deciding influence at every 
turn of daily life. 

In the passage before us it was to settle the 
question of all outward divisions among the 
believers, and bring them to a realization of the 
'one body' in which they were 'called' But 
its reference must not be limited to this. It is 
a general principle, and must decide every 
detail as it arises. 

Let us lastly inquire how it will operate in 
this way. 

First, it will decide those oft-recurring doubts 
as to the personal acceptance of the believer. 
Those unbelieving thoughts will quickly vanish 
as we learn to rest in Christ as our * peace,' and 
to see His standing and ours inseparably connected 
together. 

Then, in all the details of daily life, * the 
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peace of Christ' must exercise its holy sway, 
and decide our course of action. It will teach 
us to regard temptation to sin not indeed as 
the working, but as the permission, of our 
heavenly Father, sent to us, not to occasion a 
fall, but to evidence our stedfastness, by gain- 
ing the victory through faith in His power to 
deliver those who trust Him. It will enable 
us to accept the trials and sorrows of life (the 
greatest and the least alike) without a murmur, 
knowing them to be the discipline by which 
He is moulding us for our life-work here, as 
well as for our eternal future. It will forbid 
us to enter upon those scenes of worldly amuse- 
ment, or to cultivate those companionships, or 
to devote ourselves to that sort of reading or 
to such methods of spending our time, as would 
seem inconsistent with our enjoyment of * the 
peace of Christ' At the same time, it would 
sanctify every recreation, companionship, or 
occupation which could be enjoyed consistently 
with it. It would prevent our becoming so 
engrossed even in any lawful earthly calling as 
to neglect the worship of God or some real 
work in winning souls to Him. Knowing the 
issue of all things to be in His hand, and that 
He has promised to * add ' all necessary things 
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to those who 'seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness* (Matt. vi. 33), we 
should act accordingly. 

Indeed, there is no detail of life in which 
' the peace of Christ,* consciously possessed 
and allowed to rule, will not so determine our 
course of action that we may * walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in 
every good work' (CoL L 10). 
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VII. 

STfje 3lssurance of Salbatton^ 

THE first desire of every really awakened 
soul is to be quite sure that it is saved. 
Uncertainty upon the subject may be very well 
for those who do not feel deeply about it, but 
it is intensely painful to those who do. 

It is quite certain that unless such an assurance 
is reached, real happiness is impossible. Religion 
is a burdensome, up-hill work, looking forward 
to a doubtful issue at the end. 

Moreover, without assurance there can be no 
true progress. Those who are ever going back to 
wonder and doubt whether, after all, they are true 
Christians, can never *go on unto perfection' 
(Heb. vi. i). For this we * leave the principles 
[or elementary stages\ of the doctrine of Christ,' 
as the Apostle distinctly says. Until the ques- 
tion of acceptance is settled, we can never really 
get beyond these * principles.' 

There are some persons of undoubted piety 
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who have no other idea of the Gospel than this. 
They regard the attainment of assurance as 
simply impossible, and any pretension to it as 
the strongest presumption. Others maintain 
that it may be reached by some few, but only 
after a more or less long course of Christian 
experience. Both these ideas rest upon a mis- 
understanding of what the Gospel is, as we 
shall presently explain. Many anxiously ask if 
it is possible to be a true Christian without 
assurance, and say that many true Christians 
never attain it. Such people require to be very 
carefully and faithfully dealt with. We would 
tell these that, if even it is possible to be saved, 
and yet to remain in great ignorance of the way 
of salvation, it is, at all events, a very unsatis- 
factory state, and one which ought not to be. 

We say, without hesitation, that every believer 
not only may enjoy this blessed assurance, but 
is in a most deplorable condition if he has not 
got it. It is the only proper scriptural experi- 
-ence ; and it is only right, for the comfort and 
well-being of God's children, that the subject 
should be very fully and plainly dealt with. 

Assurance is the knowledge of a personal 
interest in all the benefits of Christ's death. 
Over and over again such a knowledge is 
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spoken of in the word of God as the privilege 
of the believer. Indeed, there is no hint to the 
contrary. The Gospel as preached by inspired 
men left souls in no doubt on the point The 
believers we hear of who do not know whether 
they are saved or not are a more modem sort 
of Christians. And it is to be feared that they 
have hold of some very defective notions of the 
Gospel. 

The only idea of the Gospel which is preached 
and believed by some amounts, when plainly 
stated, to nothing but this — that whoever are 
anxious about their souls, and believe that the 
only way of receiving forgiveness is for Chrisf s 
sake, may look forward with a sort of trembling 
hope, which sometimes is brighter and at others 
almost dead, that God may at last receive them 
into glory. There is just enough of truth about 
this to make it pass off as the Gospel It pro- 
duces a peculiar class of ' religious ' people, who 
are for the most part miserable themselves, and 
give every one about them, and especially the 
young, a horror of religion. * Joy and peace ' 
are only very occasional experiences. Such 
teaching just lacks that which makes the Gospel 
the 'good tidings' which God intended it 
should be. 
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In clearing up the matter, we must first in- 
quire what the Gospel really is. It is a message 
of *good tidings of great joy to all people' 
(Luke ii. lo), which they must either believe or 
reject (Mark xvi. i6). The truth of the message 
is not shaken by its not being believed. It 
remains true whether it is believed or not. 

The message is simply this : that * God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself 
(2 Cor. V. 19) ; that Christ has * put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself (Heb. ix. 26); that He 
*gave Himself a ransom for air (i Tim. ii. 6). 
Out of His infinite love, God suffered His 
incarnate Son to stand in the sinner's place, to 
bear the sinner's curse and condemnation, and 
to satisfy, by His precious life-blood, the full 
claims of divine justice against sin. The work 
is done. It was a transaction between the 
Eternal Father, on the part of His own infinite 
holiness and justice, which had been outraged 
by sin, and His Eternal Son, on the part of 
sinful man, whose cause He espoused, and 
whose nature He took on. Man had no part 
in the doing of it, and never can have. All 
that remains to him is to enjoy it in God's 
appointed way. 

He has been pleased to promise that * who- 
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soever' believes in His love, and falls in with 
His plan of salvation, giving up every other 
hope, and simply accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour, receives * remission of 
sins ' (Acts X. 43), becomes a child of God (Gal. 
iii. 26), and is * sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise' (Eph. i. 13). This, of course, implies 
more than a mere head knowledge of Gospel 
truth, — it means a real turning to Christ as a 
refuge from the wrath to come, with a heart- 
belief of God's promises, and a personal trust in 
Christ to save us from our sins. 

The moment this takes place, the believer 
has every scriptural warrant for knowing that he 
is a partaker in all the benefits of Christ's death. 
He may know that he has eternal life (i John 
v. 13). This is not the result of high attain- 
ments, nor of struggling efforts, but the im- 
mediate enjoyment of those * that believe on 
the name of the Son of God.' 

The one who doubts this doubts God's word, 
and must not call himself a believer according 
to the scriptural standard. To profess a belief 
in Christ, and not to believe what God promises 
as the result of such belief, is not the faith of 
which the word of God speaks. Of course, such 
doubt prevents assurance, for assurance is the 
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result of simply believing His promises to us in 
Christ 

We cannot too clearly understand that salva- 
tion depends wholly upon the work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the enjoyment of it depends 
entirely upon simple faith in God's promises 
concerning it 

This assurance is to be gained by applying 
individually to ourselves^ in simple faith, what 
God says of all who believe in Christ This 
appropriation to ourselves is the very essence of 
faith. It reveals the reality of our trust It is 
no extraordinary attainment, but just the normal 
and proper experience of all who rightly under- 
stand the Gospel. It is the starting-point of 
Christian life, and not, as some imagine, its 
goal It is this which inspires the first joy of 
the single-hearted believer (Acts viii. 39, xvL 34). 
And wherever the Gospel is preached in its 
original simplicity, this result should follow in 
every real case of conversion.^ 

^ We once sent to a minister a tract entitled, ' Con- 
version : what is it ? * containing the following words : — 
* The converted man has no fear about his acceptance, 
nor any doubt as to his welcome. . . . He has accepted 
God's mercy in Christ. He now believes and knows 
that Jesus Christ has suffered instead of hiov^ «xvd t\v&l 

E 
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But we must also inquire how it is that so 
many miss their way. 

Many who long for assurance seek to find it 
in the condition of their own hearts. They 
anxiously watch their attainments in Christian 
life, hoping to see in them some ground for 
believing themselves saved. The more they 
are spiritually taught, and become more con- 
scious of indwelling sin, the less ground they 
see for it in themselves. They look to - the 
work of the Spirit in them, instead of to the 
work of Christ for them. They look for it 

through His blood he has forgiveness of sins. He has 
no dread of future condemnation, he has perfect peace 
with God. ' This is simply a scriptural statement. But our 
friend protests strongly against such * reckless general 
statements.* He declares that 'many of God*s dear 
children never get out of the dark till they stand in Zion.' 
Where is the Scripture for this? Those who do not 
believe that the Lord Jesus Christ bore their condemna- 
tion instead of them, remain, of course, in the dark ; but 
those who believe it, in the very nature of the case, get 
out of the dark at once ; as a bankrupt who suddenly 
learns that his heavy debts have been paid off by a friend 
gets immediate relief from his heart burden. We must 
make no concession to that spirit of unbelief which goes 
by the name of faith. There is much teaching on this 
subject, even in our Evangelical Churches, which is 
merely a skeleton of the Gospel o{ the ^ace of God. 
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where God does not tell them to look, and they 
never get it 

Others doubt whether their faith is strong 
enough, as if the strength of faith was the 
ground of assurance. Strong faith is a great 
blessing; but faith, whether strong or weak, 
does not itself save.* It is Christ alone who 
saves; and it is for His sake alone that the 
believer is saved. All that faith can do is to 
trust Him for this. And, after all, that faith is 
the strongest which knows most its own weak- 
ness, and helplessly relies on Him alone. 

Many think it a mark of great humility to 
doubt their salvation. This is a deceit of 
Satan, as * an angel of light.' It sounds very 
humble ; and it would be very humble, if sal- 
vation depended upon their advancement in 

* Of course we are speaking of the meritorious ground 
of salvation. This is Christ alone. There is a sense in 
which faith is said to save {e.g. Luke vii. 50, and else- 
where), but only because it is the means by which Christ 
is received* Trust brings us within reach of His salva- 
tion, and causes us to partake of it. Instruuienially^ 
faith may be said to save, just as we might say that 
trusting to the physician saved the patient ; meaning that 
the physician's skill was the real cause of recovery. The 
case is exactly stated in Eph. ii. 8, *By grace ye are 
saved through [or fy the imtrumentality of\ faith. ' 
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holiness, or upon any works of their own. But 
since it depends entirely upon the work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and upon the promises of 
God respecting it, this doubting becomes the 
most terrible presumption. While people talk 
so humbly of doubting themselves, they really 
are doubting Christ and the truth of God's 
word. To be cast down because we doubt 
ourselves is secretly to imply a trust in self, as 
if our salvation depends upon ourselves. When 
we understand the matter rightly, we shall find 
that those who really doubt themselves the 
most are those who simply and fully trust their 
salvation, without hesitation, to Christ. 

Others go entirely by their 'feelings.' If 
they * feel happy,' all seems right ; but if not, 
they are cast down. But feelings have really 
nothing to do with our salvation. God says 
that, if we simply believe^ we are saved, have 
peace with Him, and possess eternal lifa 
Those who believe His Word know that they 
are saved, and are thankful for it. But these 
changing * feelings ' are simply the workings of 
our natural sensibilities. In some they are 
more lively than in others, and they are ever 
varying, even in the same person. They are 
dependent upon our bodily constitution and 



THE ASSURANCE OF SALVATION. 69 

temperament, upon the state of our health, or 
even upon the weather. One man will * feel ' 
the same good news far more than another, yet 
both will be thankful for it in their own way. 
There are many who are naturally so nervously 
constituted that, until they get a very clear 
understanding of the Gospel of grace, they 
never enjoy rest If the preaching is not clear, 
it only works upon their feelings, and drives 
them almost to despair. 

We cannot insist too strongly upon the dis- 
tinction between knowing^ on the simple 
guarantee of God's word, which is the only 
scriptural faith, and that 'feeling' which ill- 
instructed persons are anxiously seeking. 

The fact that * Christ died for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures' (i Cor. xv. 3), 
remains the same, whether it gives us rest or 
not. Those who simply believe it know that 
in Him they have * the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace ' (Eph. i. 7). 
They know that all the privileges of the believer, 
and all the promises of God to keep and sustain, 
belong to them. They rest thankfully upon 
them, and in the power of this certain know- 
ledge they live and work and suffer for Him. 
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VIIL 

]9ou&tg anH tfjeir iftemelis. - 

THIS is a matter bearing very closely upon 
the subject of the last paper, viz. * The 
Assurance of Salvation.' Indeed, that subject 
requires that there should be a very clear 
understanding about the nature of doubts. 

Every one who has any experience in dealing 
with souls is aware how many are able to dis- 
course of little else than their doubts. Even 
after years of profession this is the only experi- 
ence of which many can speak. 

Such a state of things, of course, ought not to 
be. But in order to be useful and practical, we 
must deal not only with what ought or ought 
not to be, but with what actually is. Possibly 
this volume may fall into the hands of such 
doubters, who will be glad of a word on the 
subject. And, certainly, as we are all continu- 
ally meeting with them, it may be well for us 
to know how best to deal with such cases. 
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There is no greater service which we can render 
to one another than to clear away, as far as we 
can, the doubts which cloud the mind and 
paraly2e so effectually all real Christian effort 

Let us first clearly state that these doubts are 
no necessary part of Christian experience. A 
rightly instructed believer knows that it is 
possible to pass from the time of conversion, or 
from any given time when an understanding of 
the simple Gospel of God's grace has made 
clear to him his acceptance in the Beloved, to 
the close of life without giving way to a single 
doubt The doubting state is a diseased and 
defective condition of soul, and renders impos- 
sible both the healthy development of its inner 
life, and that glorious victory over indwelling 
sin which results from unclouded faith. 

But in order to get at the remedy, we must 
distinctly understand the nature of the disease ; 
and to this end we will trace these doubts to 
their proper source. 

A careful inquiry into the subject will show 
that, speaking generally, there are two sources 
from which doubts arise. They spring either 
from a consciousness that the surrender to God, 
and the separation from known sin, is not as 
complete as it should be; or else they are 
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direct temptations from the Evil One suggested 
to our hearts, and must be treated accord- 
ingly. 

We will now further unfold each of these 
sources of doubt. 

Speaking of the first of them, we are obliged 
to say that there are many whose doubts do not 
astonish us at all. We should be rather aston- 
ished if they had none. It is true that God 
requires of us nothing at all as the price of our 
salvation. This has been paid for in the 
precious blood of Christ. We are saved * by 
grace ' and * through faith ' (Eph. ii. 8). But 
He does require something of His saved ones. 

His salvation is not only from the guilt of 
sin, but from the love and practice of every- 
thing contrary to the highest standard of holi- 
ness. He saves us from guilt, through the 
merits of Christ, by imputing righteousness to 
us. This is justification. But 'the will of 
God ' concerning us is also our * sanctification ' 
(i Thess. iv. 3). He requires us to be holy, as 
He is holy (i Pet i. 15, 16). 

But He does not look for anything from us 
without giving us the power to meet His 
requirements. He gives us, through His indwell- 
ing Spirit a renewed will, which He expects us 
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to exercise, and grace, which He expects us to 
use. But He requires us, in the strength of 
these, to work together with Him; to give 
ourselves without reser\'e to His service, and to 
separate ourselves from every known or sus- 
pected evil. This is to 'work out our own 
salvation' (Phil. ii. 12). 

It is only upon these conditions that assurance 
of salvation can be maintained. Let us make 
no mistake. This does not save us. Christ 
alone can save. But we can only appropriate 
His salvation by a * faith which worketh by love* 
(Gal. v. 6). A faith which does not lead to this 
working out of salvation can give no assurance ; 
and those who are conscious of much reserve in 
their surrender to Him, of allowing habits and 
practices which they know to be displeasing to 
Him, of seeking * the friendship of the world,' 
which they know to be * enmity with God ' 
(Jas. IV. 4), must not expect to enjoy unclouded 
assurance. Those who are still conscious of 
clinging to any one known evil must ever be 
full of doubts and fears. There can be no real 
confidence between their hearts and God while 
they are knowingly grieving Him. 

The remedy for doubts of this sort is simply 
to throw ourselves, without reserve, into the 
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purpose for which God saves us. We must be 
willing to be saved from our sins (Matt. i. 21) 
in every known form, as far as in us lies ; and 
up to the light we have, the separation from 
evil, both inward and outward, must be decided 
and real.i 

But there are doubts of another sort. Those 
who have gone as far as this, and are conscious 
of no willing reserve in their surrender to God, 
are often perplexed with doubts. These spring 
from the suggestions of Satan, who works either 

^ We extract the following words from a letter written 
by one who has evidently a clear light on this subject : — 
* I think the want of assurance may often be traced to a 
conscious want of reality in our own faith, in not having 
wholly surrendered ourselves to be led by Him ; and in 
this case it would be a false peace to imagine ourselves 
safe. On the contrary, we ought to tremble lest we 
should not belong to Him at all ; but the least spark of 
true faith, willing to give all up for One who so loved us, 
is enough to fill us with joy and peace in believing.' This 
goes to the root of the matter. If ministers would not 
only preach, but insist on the actual and immediate 
exercise of a more thorough faith, a real, living, healthy 
trust, requiring at the very outset a complete self-surrender 
to God, people would know more clearly how they stand. 
Some would have doubts still, and reasonably so ; but 
others would see their way, and thank God for such 
teaching. 
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upon their imperfect understanding of the Gospel, 
or very often upon the disordered condition of 
their bodily powers. 

Doubts of this kind are only one of the many 
forms in which temptation is presented to our 
minds by the great Enemy of our souls. And 
it is from not understanding this that so many 
get into darkness. 

Let us bear in mind that there is a vast 
difference between having doubts suggested to 
us, and really giving them a place in our hearts. 
No believer is free from temptations to doubt. 
They may come over and over again many 
times in a day. But so many believers, not 
understanding that such doubts are simply 
temptations, allow them at once a place in their 
hearts, and begin to brood over them. 

Let us be clear about this, that the sugges- 
tion of doubts is a temptation to which we 
are all at any moment liable, but that to enter- 
tain them for an instant is as much a sin as to 
give way, however briefly, to any other form of 
temptation. 

Many believers have not a sufficient sense of 
the terrible sin of doubting, in the slightest 
degree, the word of God. To those who rightly 
understand the Gospel, doubts are suspicions 
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cast upon the merits of Christ, upon the all- 
sufficiency of His precious hlood, upon the 
power of His sustaining grace, and upon the 
truth of God's promises to us in Him. 

So many talk of doubting themselves as the 
ground of their doubts. This is only a subtle 
form of temptation. To doubt self is the 
best thing we can do ; to trust self is the very 
worst. But doubting themselves need never 
make believers doubt God's love to them 
in Christ. Those who really doubt only them- 
selves do not doubt their personal salvation 
through faith in Christ and for Christ's sake. 
But this doubting themselves is in too many 
cases only a false humility. In plain language, 
it means doubting Christ and His power *to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him' (Heb. viL 25). 

Doubts of this sort must be met in the same 
way as any other evil thoughts suggested to the 
mind. Indeed, there are few kinds of thoughts 
more evil than those which cast suspicion on 
the faithfulness of God. They will come, but 
unless we make them our own, by giving them 
admittance into our hearts, they may harass us 
by their frequency, but they will not disturb our 
*peace with God.' They can be 'quenched,' 
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like all the other * fiery darts of the wicked/ by 
*the shield of faith* (Eph. vL i6). 

But over and above the sin of it, few are 
aware of the evil consequences of giving way to 
doubting. The human mind is so constituted 
that it easily forms habits of thought. Anything 
we accustom ourselves to brood over becomes, 
more or less, a fixed tendency of the mind. 
And many believers, from want of better in- 
struction in times gone by, have allowed this 
terrible habit to take such hold upon them, that 
it becomes rather a physical disorder than a 
moral ofience. 

And the worst of it is that many well- 
meaning ministers practically encourage them 
in this unscriptural experience. They try to 
console people under their doubts, rather than 
to shake people out of them, as a terrible 
symptom of spiritual danger and disease. They 
too often persuade professing believers to look 
upon their doubts rather as the misfortune of 
human weakness than in the light of positive 
sin. And hence it is that many, under the 
preaching, and sometimes under the personal 
influence, of ministers of the Gospel, settle down 
into this fearful habit of doubting, till it really 
becomes a mental disease. The physician 
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watches the case, but he knows not how to 
treat it 

There is but one remedy. The evil habit 
must be broken off at once, and a more healthy 
tone of mind established. In the strength of 
God's grace, such doubters must determine to 
doubt no more. Once again they must fall 
back upon the perfectness of Christ's work for 
them, and His willingness to save them. Every 
suspicion must be cast aside the very moment 
it arises, as a thought of the most wicked kind. 
There must be no inward reasonings, no argu- 
ments with the tempter, but a simple exercise 
of faith in the Lord Jesus. 

Deliverance will result Every such resistance 
of the temptation gives strength to faith. Thus 
' the trying of faith worketh patience,* or endur- 
ance (Jas. i. 3) ; and so every such trial will 
leave us better able to meet the next And the 
time will come when the believer, on each 
temptation to doubt, will learn ' to count it all 
joy' that it affords him a fresh opportunity to 
exercise his faith in Christ 
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IX. 

Staniing anlr BHalltinfl. 

FEW things are more important in the 
spiritual life than to have a clear and 
distinct view on the subject of the standing and 
walking of the believer. Any mistake about 
this must of necessity bring the soul into a 
condition of darkness and unrest. It is very 
commonly the case, when believers come to 
inquire about their religious difficulties, that 
the real seat of the trouble lies in some con- 
fusion in their minds on this point. But when 
this is quite cleared up, peace and joy mostly 
take the place of perplexity and doubt. 

A gentleman, some time since, on leaving 
the town in which he had been living, came to 
thank the minister, whom he had been accus- 
tomed to hear, for help received under his 
teaching. When the minister asked the par- 
ticular point in his ministry which had been 
found so helpful, the other replied that it v:as 
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the clear distinction which had always been 
made between the standing of the believer and 
his walking. We can quite understand this, 
and believe that if ministers of the Gospel 
taught more clearly on the subject, they would 
have the believers in their congregations more 
full of joy, in a deeper experience of deliverance 
from the power of sin, and therefore more useful 
assistants in working for Christ among the 
unconverted. 

We will now enter upon this subject, and 
endeavour to make it as clear as possible. 

The standing of the believer is that position 
of privilege which God gives him in Christ and 
for Christ's sake. Let us examine what it is. 

Every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is a 
justified person, 'justifiedrby faith' (Rom. v. i). 
That is, he is reckoned by God as righteous 
before Him, in virtue of what Christ has done. 
He has a righteousness imputed to him which 
is called *the righteousness of God' (Rom. 
iil 2i). This righteousness is not in himself 
in any sense. It is his because he is * in Christ.' 
Indeed, the believer is said to be actually 
' made the righteousness of God ' in Christ (2 
Cor. v. 21). 

This is something very real It is God's 
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reckoning about all who believe in Jesus. It 
brings the believer into very blessed relation- 
ship with Gk)d. It includes, and brings with 
it, the title to every blessing which God has 
to give. In Christ * all spiritual blessings ' are 
brought within the reach of faith (Eph. L 3). 

These 'spiritual blessings' are unfolded in 
various parts of God's word. Believers have 
the forgiveness of sins (Acts xiii. 38, 39), and 
are spoken of as those who have been * forgiven 
all trespasses' (Col. ii. 13). This immediately 
brings * peace with God' (Rom. v. i). They 
* are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus ' (Gal. iii. 26) ; and are spoken of, with- 
out hesitation, as now being ' the sons of God ' 
(i John iii.' 2). This sonship brings with it 
the indwelling of the Spirit of God in their 
hearts (Gal. iv. 6). They are in close and real 
union with Christ, they in Him and He in them 
(John xiv. 20). They are spoken of as being 
in high favour with God, * beloved of Him' 
(Rom. i. 7). God reckons to them the work of 
Christ as really as if they had done it them- 
selves. Indeed, they are spoken of as having 
passed through the same experiences as Christ 
Himself, only always * together with Him,' — as 
having been crucified, as having died, as having, 

F 
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been buried, as having risen again, and as 
even now being seated together with Him in 
heavenly places (Rom. vL 6-8; Col. ii. 12, 13, 
iii. I ; Eph. ii. 5, 6). 

All this, and much more, which we may find 
in our study of the word of God, is actually 
ours. It is our standing before God. And it 
is an absolutely perfect standing. It does not 
depend upon the strength of our faith, or it 
would never be perfect. Strong faith adds 
nothing to it, and weak faith takes nothing from 
it. Nor is it measured to us according to our 
realization of it, or it would always be faulty. 
However much we realize it, or however little, 
it does not increase or diminish its reality and 
perfection. But it is absolutely perfecty because 
it is *in Christ,' and depends entirely upon 
what He is, and upon what He has done for 
us. 

Thus it is even now as perfect as it ever will 
be. It is as perfect while we are here on earth 
as when we shall hereafter be with Him in 
glory. Time makes no difference in it Time 
may enable us to know and experience it more, 
but time adds nothing to it. It belongs in its 
entire fulness to the very newest and youngest 
believer as much as to the oldest. It is not 
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a reward of high Christian attainments, but 
becomes ours the moment we believe in Christ, 
and before any such attainments are made. 
Indeed, it is the only standing in which attain- 
ments in Christian life can be made at all. 
Neither is it the result of any struggling effort, 
but of simple, resting faith. 

But the walking of the believer is another 
matter. This is his inward experience of his 
standing, and the working out in his life of the 
privileges which he has in Christ. This will 
never be absolutely perfect, simply because it 
is influenced by those considerations which do 
not influence the standing. 

Faith, for instance, which cannot by its 
strength or weakness increase or diminish the 
standing, does tell very much on the walk and 
experience of the believer. Strong, clear, and 
simple faith will result in a bright walk and a 
happy experience ; while weak faith produces a 
faltering walk and uneven experience. 

Time, again, which adds nothing to the 
standing, will aflect the walking. It adds 
experience of God's love and grace, and imparts 
^ ripeness and depth to Christian character 
>vhich must tell upon the walk. 

Once more, personal effort and earnest 
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in themselves imperfections and failings, and 
especially when they are conscious of any 
special sin, at once begin to doubt their stand- 
ing. They ask if they can really be God's 
children while they see such things in them- 
selves. Some failure in their walk leads them 
to doubt their standing. This is wrong; and 
the result is further discouragement, and very 
often blank despair. 

Of course, where there is positive, wilful, 
and continued sin, there is no conversion. 
Such a profession may be well doubted. But 
such professors are generally not the ones who 
question their own sincerity. If ever they 
think of it at all, they must know that their 
hearts are not right But when there is a real 
desire to grow in grace, to love more, and to 
be holier, there is the best evidence of the 
Spirit's work. The fruit of the Spirit is being 
produced in some measure, and more is 
earnestly desired. This is not the condition of 
the hypocrite. 

The fact is, and we must carefully note it, 
that no measure of the * fruit of the Spirit* is given 
as the test of conversion, but only that some be 
produced ; and when this is manifestly the case, 
the measure in which it is produced^ vjhUft It 
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should be a matter of constant and earnest 
seeking, must not lead us to doubt the reality 
of our standing in Christ. This earnest seeking 
for something higher is itself a fruit of the 
Spirit; and if it does not pass off, as with 
so many, in mere empty lamentation over 
failure, but results in real effort to advance, is a 
healthy sign of life. 

We must be specially clear upon this point, 
because if once we measure the reality of our 
standing by our walking, we lose all peace. 
The more we are taught of the Spirit, the more 
we see of our own sinfulness and imperfection, 
and the more we should be led to doubt our 
standing. 

No, dear reader, if you wish to raise your 
walk and experience to a higher level, it can 
only be done by more clearly laying hold of, in 
simple faith, the reality of your standing in 
Christ. Be sure about this. And then, in the 
same simple faith, while you press forward in 
real effort to advance, just trust in the power of 
Christ, who dwells in you by His Holy Spirit, 
to enable you not only * to «////,' but also * to 
DO of His good pleasure' (Phil. ii. 13). 

Thus standing by faith alone, and walking 
also by faith, you wiW rise above tKe difficulties 
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which seem to beset you now. Failings and 
imperfections, while they humble you and 
keep you watchful, will never discourage you. 
Conscious of your standing in Christ, your aim 
will ever be to raise your experience to the 
level of your standing ; and you will never again 
think of bringing down your standing to the 
level of your experience. 
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X. 

jFaitfj or jFeelinfl* 

THERE is a difficulty which we find per- 
plexes a great many who are anxiously 
seeking rest unto their souls. We notice it so 
often, and we observe that it so much hinders 
the conscious attainment of * joy and peace in 
believing,' that we think it may be useful to 
many if we go into it thoroughly. 

People say that they believe the good news 
of salvation in Christ Jesus. They believe that 
He died instead of them, and that, according 
to God's promise, it must be that they are 
saved. But what distresses them is, that they 
do not feel^ as they describe it, that it is all true. 

Then this want of what they call * feeling 
saved ' operates disastrously upon their spiritual 
life. They conclude that, however true God's 
promises may be in a general way for * whoso- 
ever believeth' (John iii. i6), they themselves 
can have no real personal interest in them. If 
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they had such an interest (so they argue), they 
would y^^/ differently. 

It would be a good thing, in our dealing 
with souls, if we could get rid of the word 
feel altogether. We often find it used in sermons 
and books, but it too often misleads. People 
are asked if they feel their sins, or if ihty feel 
themselves saved. And thus they are led to 
seek after and to expect some sort of undefined 
experience, some peculiar condition of their 
physical powers, which they do not recognise 
in themselves, and consequently they are never 
happy. 

Persons have come to us, giving every evidence 
of genuine conversion, yet complaining that 
they can feel nothing. They do simply believe 
that the Lord Jesus has paid their debt of sin. 
They have no other confidence of any sort. 
They have given up all worldly conformity and 
every other known form of sin. They are 
aware of nothing that they would not give up 
for Christ ; and yet they say they have no feeling. 
They write bitter things against themselves. 
They describe their hearts as cold and dead, 
and sometimes they are tempted to give up in 
despair. 

Now, in order to get people out of this 
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difficulty, or, what is better, to save them from 
getting into it, we should be careful in our 
choice of language. About earthly things we 
take pains to use words which will not convey 
a wrong impression. Much more should we do 
so about the things which concern the interest 
of souls. 

The only safe expression to use, whether we 
speak of sin or of salvation, is the word know. 
This includes all that is right in the 'word feel; 
for, as a matter of fact, things which we spiri- 
tually know we do feel so far as we are capable 
of mere emotional experience, which is all that 
most people mean by feeling. 

The Christian is to walk not by feeling, but *by 
faith ' (2 Cor. v. 7). That is, he is just to believe 
God's testimony about sin and about Jesus as 
the Saviour from sin. This faith is a personal 
matter. By it he appropriates Christ to the 
need of his own soul. Then, in all the 
particulars of life, he is to act as if God's word 
and promises were true, quite regardless of what 
he * feels.' 

This faith is the basis of knowledge. The 
believer knows, on the warrant of God's word, 
whatever his * feelings ' may be, that he is * saved' 
(Acts xvl 31, 34) and * for^ven' (Eph. iv. 32); 



FAITH OR FEELINa 9 1 

that he * has eternal life ' (i John v. 13) ; that he 
is * kept by the power of God ' (i Pet 1. 5) ; 
and that, in the details of life, * all things work 
together for good ' (Rom. viii. 28). He knows, 
in fact, that all the promises of God belong to 
him, just as if they were made for no one else. 

There is, however, a great tendency in the 
heart to substitute some kind of feeling for 
simple faith and for the knowledge which faith 
imparts. But this tendency is confined to 
religious subjects. We do not so act about 
other matters. We accept, for instance, on the 
testimony of others, the fact of the existence of 
some person whom we have never seen. We 
hear of his actions, and perhaps of some great 
kindness he has done us. We simply believe it 
all, as surely as we believe our own existence. 
But we never perplex ourselves with the ques- 
tion whether we feel it or not. We know it, 
and that is enough. And if our knowledge 
requires us to adopt any line of conduct, we do 
so without hesitation, without any regard to what 
we may happen to feel. 

This is walking by faith. Religious faith is 
exactly the same. They are * blessed' who * have 
not seen, and yet have believed ' (John xx. 29), 
and the knowledge which this faith produces 
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must never be spoken of a3 a feeling. It may 
produce little or nothing of what goes by this 
name. Mere physical emotion, to which some 
are subject more than others, must not be 
mistaken for the knowledge of faith, which may 
exist altogether apart from such emotions. 

But some ask, Is it possible to believe and 
yet to feel nothing ? Ought we not to feel joy 
and peace and love ? We answer, firstly, that, 
to avoid mistake, we must not speak oi feeling 
these things, but of having them ; and then that 
every true believer has some measure of joy and 
peace and love. But how, it may be asked, 
shall we know that we have them ? To answer 
this we must explain that these experiences are 
not the mere emotions which the world calls by 
these names. They consist in that calm, restful, 
and settled relationship of confidence and trust 
in the Lord Jesus which gently constrains us to 
earnest personal devotion to His service and 
obedience to His word. 

This devotion and obedience are the solid and 
practical evidences of real love, and we^ may be 
sure they are valued as such by our Lord. And 
while we are conscious of offering to Him some 
measure of such evidences, let us not harass 
ourselves with the thought that those deeper 
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experiences, from which these evidences must 
spring, are wanting in our hearts because we 
have not the physical emotions or feelings of 
which others speak. 

Rather let us give up this painful spiritual 
self-consciousness. Let us cease to centre our 
thoughts upon ourselves and our own experiences. 
Let us never talk of what we feel^ but of what 
we know to be true. And if our knowledge 
does not produce in us the emotions which we 
might expect, or which we may see in others, 
let us thank God that the glorious things which 
we know are true all the same, and that such 
knowledge of them as we have bears the most 
certain stamp of reality by producing in our lives 
what must be the fruit of joy and peace and 
love existing in our hearts. 
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XL 

' ge in Mt, anU I in gou/ 

John xiv. 20, 

OUR blessed Lord was encouraging His 
disciples in preparation for His departure 
from them into heaven. His visible presence 
was soon to be withdrawn. But this was 
* expedient ' for them (John xvL 7). * Another 
Comforter' was promised. The Holy Spirit 
was to come, to * abide ' with them * for ever,' to 
be tn them (xiv. 16, 17). 

But He comes not alone. In the unity of the 
Godhead, He is one with the Father and the 
Son. With the Spirit Christ also comes. * I 
will come unto you,' He says. Still further, 
the Father also comes. *We will come unto 
him, and make our abode with him * (ver. 23). . 

The Holy Spirit was to effect this wonderful 
and blessed union between the Lord Jesus and 
the believer. And not only so, but He is also 
to impart to the soul the knowledge of it. * In 
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that day ye shall know.^ It is not only to be a 
doctrine, but an experience, a known presence 
and power in the heart. 

Wonderful union ! Christ in the Father, we 
in Christ, and Christ in us, — all brought about 
and revealed to our souls by the Holy Spirit in 
us. * Truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with His Son Jesus Christ ' (i John i. 3). 

Observe, the union is a mutual one ; not 
only are we in Him, but He is in us. Hence 
we have both peace and power. 

The knowledge that we are in Him gives us 
peace. We know that our sins are forgiven 
(Eph. i. 7), that we have eternal life (i John 
v. 13), that we are * the righteousness of God ' 
(2 Cor. V. 21). Thus we have a perfect standing 
before God as * accepted in the Beloved ' 
(Eph. i. 6). ' There is, therefore, now no con- 
demnation ' for us who * are in Christ Jesus * 
(Rom. viii. i). 

But besides * peace with God,' we want power. 
The direct source of this is not ourselves in 
Christ, but Christ in us ; not *ye in Me,' but * I 
in you.' It was the realized experience of the 
Apostle Paul. * Christ liveth in me ' (Gal. iL 20). 
He lived in the faith of an indwelling Christ 
It is just this that we want to experience. 
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Every rightly instructed believer understands 
the former truth, * Ye in Me/ and the blessed 
freedom from condemnation which flows from 
it. But so many stop short here. They are 
conscious of their own weakness, and of the 
power over them of an indwelling evil nature. 
But they endeavour to comfort themselves under 
their failings in the knowledge of justification — 
that is, that they are in Him. 

Dear reader, will you accept, in simple faith, 
His own word, * I in you ' ? It is equally true 
as the other. You cannot be in Him without 
having Him in you. It is a blessed fact This 
is not the result of striving, but of believing. 
It is the power for striving ; but it comes about 
through the Holy Spirit's work, by faith. 

Yes, Christ is in us, 'dwelling in our hearts.' 
He is there to live in us, as He lived in Paul. 
* Christ liveth in me.' He is there to work in 
us, to deliver us from the power of sin. He is 
there to save us from our sins. * He is able 
even to subdue all things unto Himself (PhiL 
iii. 21). Let us not hinder His blessed work in 
us by unbelief. 
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XII. 

A GREAT secret in Christian life is to culti- 
vate reality. We all know the difference 
between mere knowledge and realized experi- 
ence; between truth merely known and that 
which has real power in the heart. It is a 
common expression that the head gets in 
advance of the heart — in other words, that 
there is more merely mental knowledge than 
heartfelt experience of truth. 

There is great danger in mental knowledge 
when it goes no farther. It accustoms the heart 
to the form and sound of truth which it does 
not follow. This accounts for the low spiritual 
attainments of many Christians. They are often 
painfully conscious of knowing much blessed 
truth, which has little power in their lives. 
This discourages them. They feel the difficulty 
of bringing their experience and life up to the 
level of their knowledge. 
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But it surely is not the will of our Father 
that this great distance should exist between 
our knowledge and our experience. There 
must be some fault when it is so ; and it is 
most important to search out the remedy. This 
will not be found in seeking new views of truth. 
These may for a time occupy our minds, and 
an inward revival may seem to result ; but too 
often the effect is more on the mind than the 
heart. It is emotional more than solid and 
real, and for this reason it is not lasting. 

If we are conscious of unreality, and our 
experience does not answer to our knowledge, 
the remedy lies in seeking real views of the old 
truths, rather than in searching hither and 
thither for something new. 

But let us guard against a mistake. The 
Holy Spirit of God alone can give us real views 
of truth. But many wait drearily on, hoping 
that some day He will grant a revival. This is 
the mistake. The Holy Spirit imparts power to 
believe, but He does not believe instead of us. 
He enables us to believe aright by acting in and 
through the faculties which God has given us, 
and we must recognise the responsibility of 
giving up ourselves, in childlike confidence, to 
His gracious leadings. The divine rule is that 
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' he that seeketh findeth ' (Matt. v. 8). Merely to 
know our need and to confess it has no promise 
of blessing. We too often forget the seeking 
to which the Spirit is constantly leading us. 

If we want to experience the reality of what 
we know, we must definitely J^r<?>^ to do so. But 
how ? it may be asked. First of all, of course, 
in simple believing prayer. All our efforts with- 
out this Avill avail us nothing. But are we be- 
yond this to be merely passive — to do nothing ? 
Surely not. We must cultivate reality; we 
must earnestly avoid ««reality. 

With regard to revealed truth which does not 
seem real to us, it will help us, if we remark 
that, whatever we feel, it is real. But if we 
want to realize it more, we must learn the secret 
oijust living as if it were true. 

But some will say, * This is what we want to 
arrive at.' Dear reader, it is what you must 
begin at. Truth seems unreal, because we get 
into such habi/s of unreality. The slightest 
thing knowingly allowed in our life inconsistent 
with what we believe has a terrible result. 
The mind cannot forget the truth, but we act 
in spite of it, and hardening of heart follows. 
It may be in very little matters, but the effect 
is the same. The truths which ought to have 
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an increasing power over us gradually cease to 
appear real to us. 

To realize truth we must give up expecting, 
even in answer to prayer, certain emotions 
which we call realization, until we have learned 
over again the lesson of simple faith. It is, 
after all, not what we feel, but what God says, 
that constitutes truth. And, starting from this, 
we must diligently put aside everything which 
we suspect is grieving the Spirit, whose office it 
is to make truth real to our hearts. 

Many very earnest souls are often kept long 
in darkness while seeking a deeper realization 
of truth. They pray for and expect some 
feelings about it which will make them happy, 
and inspire them, as they think, with some new 
power. In this they err. The secret of deeper 
reality is in more simple faith exercised upon 
the truth itself, and in simple obedience, in the 
least detail, to the line of conduct which it. 
suggests. Faith, and not feeling, must be the 
motive to obedience; and obedience is the 
condition in which * joy and peace in believing' 
will result 

It is true that it is God's part to * fill us with 
all joy and peace in believing ' (Rom. xv. 13). 
It is ours to trust Him for it, and to expect it 
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from Him. But while there is any permitted 
disobedience, the slightest thought or habit 
knowingly indulged which His truth would 
condemn, tempers manifested inconsistent with 
our belief, we cannot expect much 'joy and 
peace.' These, it is true, are vouchsafed to us 
* in believing,' but a faith which is not united 
with simple obedience will never know any real 
joy in the Lord. Indeed, we might go a step 
farther, and say that it is no faith at all which 
does not regard God's ti:uth as so real as to re- 
quire from the first a whole-hearted obedience. 
To sum up the matter, we would say that 
those who wish a deeper realization of truth 
must go back to the old truths themselves. 
They must in sirpple faith regard them as true 
(or they cannot be said to believe them at all), 
and in simple obedience follow wherever they 
lead. * Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, 
and he shall have more abundance' (Matt, 
xiii. 1 2). * If any man will do His will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God' 
(John viL 17). 
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XIII. 

CtrcutngtancejS^ 

THERE are some who speak of Christian 
life as being quite independent of the 
special circumstances of each individual believer. 
They describe the believer's course as if it ran 
in one uniform groove, altogether above and 
beyond the reach of outward surroundings and 
inward tendencies. 

Such teaching disquiets many earnest Chris- 
tians. They do not trace in themselves the 
exact experience which they observe, or hear 
of, in some who are differently circumstanced. 
Others appear to them to grow so much faster 
than they do, or to get apparently in a moment 
what they seem to seek in vain; and so they 
suspect themselves of unreality, or at least of 
great backwardness in Christian life. 

Christian life, however, is not thus indepen- 
dent of circumstances ; but these, when properly 
considered, have a very decided bearing upon 
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it. Just as the circumstances of individuals 
differ widely, so the tone which their circum- 
stances impart to their Christian experience also 
varies exceedingly. Indeed, our circumstances 
exercise a more important influence over our 
experience than many are aware of, and it may 
be helpful to consider the subject with care. 

The varying circumstances of Christians are 
of two sorts, viz. those which are outward^ 
arising from our different positions in life and 
our outward surroundings ; and those which are 
inward^ arising from those special tendencies of 
mind and body to which all are subject. 

We will speak first of variation in outward 
circumstances. Some are so placed as seldom 
to have a wish crossed, while to others every 
hour brings its occasion for self-control. Some 
have only to command, others have only to 
obey. Some can follow their religious principles 
unhindered, and even with much encourage- 
ment, while others are opposed at every step. 
Some are surrounded with every Christian 
privilege, of which others are almost entirely 
deprived. Some are, from outward surround- 
ings, shielded from many forms of temptation, 
while others are placed in the midst of its 
fiercest assaults. Some never know what it is 
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to want, while others are hard pressed by 
poverty. Some enjoy health and strength; 
others are worn out with weakness and pain. 
Some know not what bereavement is ; others are 
feeling its keenest blow. And between all these 
extremes there are endless degrees of variety. 

Then there are the inward circumstances, 
also with their countless variations. Some have 
intellectual gifts which, when illuminated and 
sanctified, give a wider and deeper view of 
truth ; others have comparatively none. Some 
have an evenly-balanced judgment, while others 
seem unable to weigh the force of evidence, 
and constantly blunder in their estimate of 
duty. Some can exercise much concentration 
of thought, which assists them in meditation 
and prayer, while others cannot keep their minds 
upon any subject for long together. Some are 
naturally warm and emotional, while others are 
cold and not easily impressed. Some, from 
natural constitution or from previous indulgence, 
are particularly liable to special kinds of tempta- 
tion, which to others would be no temptation at 
all 

We must remember that grace neither changes 
our outward circumstances nor alters the natural 
tendencies of mind and body. It implants a 
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new nature with its spiritual desires, but does 
not remove the old. Conversion does not make 
a change in our outward condition, nor does a 
new heart bring a new body with it 

But what sort of influence do these things 
have upon the spiritual life ? 

We would not be misunderstood. Our special 
circumstances are no excuse for disobedience. 
If circumstances are special^ so is grace. There is 
special grace for the special circumstances of each. 
* My grace is sufficient for thee ' (2 Cor. xiL 9). 
*In whatsoever state' he was, and however 
varied his outward surroundings, St Paul says 
that he could ^ do all things through Christ,' 
which strengthened him (Phil. iv. 11-13). In 
all circumstances God's people may be ^more 
than conquerors through Him that loved us' 
(Rom. viii 35-37). 

But we must also observe that * sufficient' 
grace enables us to be * more than conquerors,* 
not by removing our circumstances, but by 
supplying us with a counteracting and overcom- 
ing strength. And this supply will ever be in 
exact proportion to our need. Thus our 
individual circumstances are the precise measure 
of our grcue. And this is one important bearing 
which they have on our spiritual life. 
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But this is not all. They also themselves 
give their colour to our inner life. 

Our circumstances, both outward and inward, 
are the occasions of that opposition of the flesh 
against the Spirit which is generally called con- 
flict That is, they are the channels through 
which the old nature, still remaining in us, tries 
to make itself felt Some outward circumstances 
tend to call into special activity its workings, 
either because they are more opposed to its 
tastes than others, and so provoke in a special 
way its opposition, or else because they present 
opportunities for indulging its evil propensities, 
which it is only too ready to seize. Hence in 
these the inward opposition is more keenly 
experienced. Or again, under the same outward 
circumstances, differences of inward tendencies 
would make them an occasion of this sort of 
conflict to one, while they would be no trial at 
all to another. And this is why some know 
more about real conflict than others. 

The consciousness of this inward opposition 
is not inconsistent with the most entire conse- 
cration, and with an overcoming Ufe. We may 
cheerfully and lovingly accept God's dealings 
with us, and yet be well aware that we have still 
a, Mture that would wish it otherwise. We may 
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through grace, obtain the victory, and yet be 
conscious that it has been a hard-fought battle. 
If, therefore, we are conscious of inward opposi- 
tion which we do not seem to hear of in others, 
let us not be discouraged, as if we were making 
no progress. It may be that it is an evidence 
of advance in Christian life, when we are able 
to detect the workings of the old nature where 
others have not yet found it out 

But when our circumstances are thus provok- 
ing the opposition of the old nature, let us see 
to it that the renewed will is in active exercise, 
and is so definitely surrendered to the will of 
God as to accept lovingly the circumstances in 
which we are placed 

Thus viewed, our circumstances become not 
only occasions of conflict, but opportunities for 
victory. And the more unfavourable they may 
appear to our religious progress, the greater is 
the victory which may, by * sufficient * grace, be 
obtained. And so the very circumstances which 
we thought to be against us will be regarded by 
us as * the trial of our faith,' and will * be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus Christ' (i PeL i. 7). 

Again, our outward circumstances are directed 
by our Lord according to the discipline neces- 
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sary to His children. His chastening hand 
displays itself in them ; and * no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ' 
(Heb. xiL 1 1). We may be fully surrendered in 
this respect, cast all our care upon Him, and 
even rejoice in His dealings with us, and yet 
feel deeply the trials which surround us. Only 
let us be careful that we never be discouraged 
because we feel something to be a heavier disci- 
pline than others seem to feel it Our special 
inward tendencies will often make this difference, 
without it being an evidence of a rebellious spirit 
Lastly, let us learn a lesson with regard to 
others. The bearings of this variation of out- 
ward circumstances and inward tendencies upon 
the life must lead us to be very tender in our 
thoughts, and especially so in our words, about 
the motives and actions of others. The same 
things can be so differently viewed, and even 
the same words can be so differently under- 
stood by different people under different 
circumstances. What appears the right course 
to one may appear positively wrong to another, 
who cannot place himself in the circumstances, 
and adopt the inward tendencies, of some one 
else. Let us be careful how we detract from 
the reputation of others, because they view 
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things and act from their own standpoint instead 
of ours. We shall not now follow out this 
thought But those who do so will see divine 
wisdom, as well as Christian love, in the 
apostle's exhortation, * Judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord come ' (i Cor. iv. 5). 
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XIV. 

JforgtbenegjS of Sbinfi. 

THE forgiveness of sins is a subject which 
is not understood as it should be by 
many who are really seeking rest unto their 
souls in the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And yet, perhaps, upon no subject is the word 
of God more plain and explicit. 

Nothing is more common than to find among 
those who desire to be right with God, a con- 
fession that they cannot think that they are so ; 
and in many cases the whole difficulty hinges 
upon this, that they have no consciousness that 
their sins are forgiven. If only they could be 
clear upon this point, they think (and quite 
rightly) that the *joy and peace* of which they 
read (Rom. xv. 13), but which they do not 
enjoy, would follow. 

We should like to clear up, if possible, the 
way in this matter, and explain the subject as 
the word of God brings it before us. 
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The great mistake, which so many make, is 
to speak of the forgiveness of sins as something 
future. They regard it as a privilege still to be 
attained, and often speak as if they thought that 
it could not be possessed until the last great 
judgment day. When asked if their sins are 
forgiven, they answer either that they * hope so,* 
or that they * hope they will be,* showing either 
a misunderstanding of the Gospel altogether, or 
else an absence of faith in the *good news,* 
which the very word Gospel implies. 

All idea of the forgiveness of sins as some- 
thing future rests upon a very serious mistake 
as to the whole nature of the case. 

Setting aside, for the moment, all the promises 
and express declarations of the Scriptures on 
the subject, it must become clear to a thoughtful 
mind that the forgiveness of sins must come 
before any real life of fellowship and communion 
with God. 

The necessity for this is twofold. It is both 
divine and human. We mean, that it exists 
both on God*s side and on man's. 

To speak first of the former of these, we 
must have but a slight conception, if any, of 
the awful and utter sinfulness of sin, to imagine 
that there can be fellowship on God's side with 
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an unforgiven soul. Sins unpardoned must cut 
off the soul from Him ; and until the forgiveness 
of sins has, on His part, actually taken place, 
we can conceive of no intimate relationship 
existing between God and the soul. To attempt 
any further dealings with God, while unforgiven, 
is to lose sight of His holiness and justice, 
which sin has so grievously outraged — in fact, 
to attempt an impossibility. 

And on man's side it is exactly the same. 
The conscience which has been, even in the 
slightest degree, awakened to the sinfulness of 
sin, and is conscious of separation by it from 
God, has no real enjoyment in attempted 
fellowship with Him. Religion is rather a 
duty than a pleasure. Efforts at holiness of 
life may be made, but they are a burden or a 
task, rather than an enjoyment For there is 
a cloud between the soul and God which 
nothing removes until the forgiveness of sins 
is a realized experience. 

Hence, when we turn to the word of God, 
we find the most absolute and definite state- 
ments, both by way of promise, and through 
the inspired experience of those who have 
enjoy td. it, of the present forgiveness of His 
people's sins. 
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Even under the law, there was no uncertainty 

whatever on the point. Nine times ^ over is 

repeated the glorious assurance, *// shall be 

forgrven^^ as the immediate result of the various 

sin-oflferings mentioned in Lev. iv., v., and vi. 

The pious Israelite, conscious of the defilement 

of sin, and of consequent separation from God, 

fulfilled the divine requirements in the way of 

sin-offering; and then, upon the strength of 

God's own word, knew himself to be there and 

then a pardoned man. He had no reasoning 

in his own heart as to whether he ^felt forgiven,' 

but he knew that he was, just because God had 

promised it ; and, without the least presumption, 

he would call himself a forgiven man. 

Then, turning from the word of promise to 
actual experience, we find the same confidence. 
Hezekiah uses the language of most absolute 
assurance, * Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
Thy back' (Isa. xxxviii. 17). And in the well- 
known case of King David, we find exactly the 
same. He had fallen as deeply, perhaps, as it 
is possible to fall ; yet he had no doubt as to 
his forgiveness, after frank confession of his sin 
to God. * Thou forgavest,' he says, * the iniquity 

1 See Lev. iv. 20, 26, 31, 35, v. 10, 13, 16, 18, 
vi. 7. 

H 
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of my sin ' (Ps. xxxii. 5), He also knew himself 
to be a pardoned maa 

And is the believer under the Gospel, in full 
knowledge of that *one sacrifice for sins for 
ever* (Heb. x. 12), — that great 'sacrifice of 
Himself,* by which the Lord Jesus Christ has 
* put away sin * (Heb. ix. 26), — to have any 
less certainty about the reality of his forgiveness ? 
May he not rather be a thousand times more 
sure? 

Our Lord Himself so plainly declares that 
forgiveness of sins is received as the result of 
turning to Him. 

There were those who were privileged to 
hear from our Lord's own lips the assiu'ance of 
sins forgiven (Matt ix. 2 ; Luke vii. 48). Not 
that there was anything special in their cases. 
These statements may be understood to express 
the actual present condition of all who really 
believe in Him ; and they are very precious for 
this reason. 

Then our Lord distinctly commands His 
disciples to preach 'repentance and remission 
of sins* as the great message of the Gospel 
(Luke xxiv. 47). And in giving to Saul of 
Tarsus his commission as a Gospel preacher, 
fic names 'forgiveness of ^m^* as that which 
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those were to * receive ' who should * turn from 
darkness to light' (Acts xxvi. i8). 

And, in the spirit of this commission, we find 
the earliest preachers oflfering freely the forgive- 
ness of sins, as a great reality, in the case of all 
who should repent and believe (Acts iL 38, 
iii. 19, X. 43, xiii. 38; see also xxii. 16). 

Exactly in the same spirit, we find that be- 
lievers are spoken of in the New Testament 
Epistles, with all the authority of divine inspira- 
tion, as those in whom this forgiveness has 
actually taken place. 

Not only do we find the more general state- 
ment that in Christ * we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His grace' (Eph. i. 7 ; also CoL i. 
14), where the /r(?^^«/ possession of forgiveness 
is distinctly asserted of all believers ; but even 
more plainly is it named as having already taken 
place: *Even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you' (Eph. iv. 32).^ Again : * Having 
forgiven you all trespasses ' (Col. ii. 13). Once 
more : * Your sins are forgiven you for His 
name's sake' (i John ii. 12). And the Apostle 
Peter speaks of the one who might forget * that 

^ Literally translated, ' Even as God in Christ forgave 
you,' 
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he was purged from his old sins ' (2 Pet L 9). 
And Christ is said not only to have * loved us,' 
but actually to have ' washed us from our sins 
in His own blood * (Rev. i. 5). 

Nothing, we think, could be plainer than all 
this ; and yet so few seem really to grasp what 
lies at the very foundation of the Gospel. 

And, after all, what is the Gospel? It is 
God's offer of forgiveness of sins as the door- 
way into all the further privileges which are in 
Christ. * Forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them which are sanctified' (Acts xxvi. 
18), is the exact order, the forgiveness leading 
to, and preparing the way for, the inheritance. 

The fact is, that forgiveness of sins is not the 
point to be reached through a course of Christian 
effort, but the very first step in real Christian 
life. It is not the goal, but the starting-place. 
We are not to attempt to work up to it, but out 
from it. The possession of it is the privilege 
of every believer ; and until it is redfeived and 
enjoyed, in childlike faith, one can hardly be 
called a believer at all, in any deeper or more 
real meaning of the word. 

It is beautiful to notice how in the Scriptures 
words and figures are chosen to enforce so 
clearly the reality of God's ioTgv\^xv^^'&. 
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In the 3 2d Psalm (as in Ex. xxxiv. 7, 
where the same words are used) three different 
words are employed, expressing, according to 
their derivation in the original, various aspects 
of sin, ^s a breaking away from God, a devia- 
tion from that which is well-pleasing to Him, 
and a perversion of what is right (vers, i, 2). 
But to each of these is added a different word, 
expressing forgiveness also under three different 
aspects. The word used for * forgiven * is one 
which conveys the idea of lifting up^ or taking 
away. Then there is covered^ and finally not 
imputed. It would be difficult to choose three 
words describing more completely the reality 
of forgiveness. The guilt of sin is lifted up 
from the sinner; it is covered up from God's 
sight, as well as from the sinner himself; and 
now it is not imputed to him, that is, he is 
reckoned not to have committed the sin at all.^ 

Then in Ps. ciii. 12, we not only get the 
idea of removal, but the additional one of dis- 

^ It is most interesting to note that in the original 
language of ver. i, according to the Hebrew form of ex- 
pression, it is not the sin which is said to be taken 
away and covered, but the sinner himself. Literally 
rendered, it is, * Blessed is the man who is relieved of the 
burden of transgression, who is covered as to his sin.' 
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tance, * As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath He removed our transgressions from 
us.' No words could be chosen to express a 
longer distance than this. It means nothing 
less than infinity of space placed between the 
sinner and his sins. 

Once again, Hezekiah must have grasped 
very clearly the reality and completeness of 
God's forgiveness, when he said, *Thou hast 
cast all my sins behind Thy back ' (Isa. xxxviii. 
17). It is a beautiful figure, the sins cast 
behind His back, and God between the sinner 
and his sins — a grand separation. 

Another most beautifial and expressive figure 
is used in Micah vii. 19: *Thou wilt cast all 
their sins into the depths of the sea/ What 
a complete and permanent burial from sight ! 
How real must be the forgiveness so described ! 

Again, God uses the almost astonishing figure 
of forgetfulness, on His part, of sins. * I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
. sin no more ' (Jer. xxxi. 34). This is expressly 
quoted as a Gospel promise in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (viii. 1 2, x. 1 7), and no assurance 
could express greater reality. 

Then we have another figure, that of blotting 
out * \, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
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transgressions for My own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins' (Isa. xliii. 25, xliv. 22). As 
the force of this will be better understood by a 
comparison of the use of the word so translated 
in other places, we will put these into a note 
below for careful study. ^ 

Another thing must be noticed, how all- 
embracing is the forgiveness of God. It 
includes all the sins ; not some forgiven, others 
unforgiven, but a//, all put away. This is so 
frequently expressed (Ps. Ixxxv. 2, ciii. 3 ; 
Isa. xxxviiL 17 ; Micah vii. 19; Acts xiii. 39; 
Col. ii. 13; I John i. 7, 9). And we must 
remember that it is God's * all,' if we may so 
say, and not ours — that is, it is the ^ alV that 

^ This is a very strong word in the original language. 
It will be well to notice its use in other places. It is 
translated by the following words : — destroy in Gen. vii. 4, 
23, vi. 7 ; Judg. xxi. 17 ; Prov. xxxi. 3 : blot out in 
Ex. xxxii. 32, 33 ; Num. v. 23 ; Deut. ix. 14, xxv. 19, 
xxix. 20 ; 2 Kings xiv. 27 ; Neh. iv. 5 ; Ps. li. i, 9, 
Ixix. 28, cix. 13, 14: wipe in Prov. vi. 33, xxx. 20; 
2 Kings xxi. 13 ; Neh. xiii. 14 ; Isa. xxv. 8 : abolished^ 
Ezek. vi. 6 : ptit out, Ex. xvii. 14 ; Deut. xxv. 6. These 
are all the places in the Old Testament in which this 
word occurs, and a careful study of the verses will show 
how complete must be the forgiveness of sins which is • 
described by such a word. 
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God knows. The limit of forgiveness is not 
fixed at our consciousness of sin, or at our 
recollection of actual sins committed. As we 
attempt to look at ourselves, we see nothing 
but a very slight view of what our sins really 
arcy either as to their number or their guilt. 
There has been sin where we little suspected it ; 
and very little even can we recall of what in 
years gone by we have known at the time to 
be wrong. Our all is but an infinitesimal por- 
tion of the whole. But just as God's omniscient 
knowledge takes note of every sin, of thought, 
word, or deed, known or unknown to us, even 
our most * secret sins,* which are * in the light 
of His countenance ' (Ps. xc 8), making the 
awakened but unpardoned sinner tremble and 
fear ; so His forgiveness reaches to the fullest 
extent of His omniscience, and forgives us * all 
trespasses' (Col. ii. 13). 

There is one more very necessary thought 
which must be approached with caution, but 
by no means lost sight of through any fear of 
misuse, or we are still without hope in the 
matter of forgiveness. 

The 'redemption through His blood* which 
we have in God's * dear Son,' * even the forgive- 
ness of sins' (Col. i. 13, .14), not only reaches 
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back to the first moment there was anything 
to forgive, and embraces all that has ever since 
been amiss, but it also extends into the future, 
so long as there is anything to forgive. It is a 
past, a present, and a future reality. It is just 
as real for the present moment, and for all 
future time, as it is for the blotted-out past. 

This is a difficulty with many, and some 
write and speak with great want of clearness 
about it, fearing lest they should seem to give 
the least opening for carelessness with regard 
to future sin. In his first Epistle, the beloved 
disciple makes all this so beautifully plain. He 
speaks of * the blood of Jesus Christ ' as an ever 
present stream which *cleanseth us from all 
sin,' and assures us that at any time, *if we 
confess our sins,' God is * faithful and just ^ to 

^ This expression, ' faithful and just,* should be noticed. 
We should rather have expected * merciful and gracious.* 
But the forgiveness of sins becomes a question of God*s 
faithfulness and justice — His faithfulness to His promises 
made over and over again, and His justice which prompts 
the remission of the guilt which has already been once 
Shd for ever atoned for by the Lord Jesus. This is so 
clearly expressed in a beautiful hymn : 

* Payment He will not twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety*s hand, 
And then again at mine.* 
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forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.' And then to show us that 
this is a present and a future reality, and at 
the same time to guard us against a misuse of 
such free grace, he writes (il i), * These things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not ; * adding also 
the consolatory and most necessary assurance, 
that * if any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.' 

It would be but a poor Gospel which provided 
certainly and assuredly for the past, but gave 
no such certainty and assurance for the present 
and the future. And no fear of any possible 
abuse of it must make us speak with hesitation 
about a provision so absolutely necessary for us, 
if we are to endure to the end 

Of course, the mere professor of religion may 
think lightly of sin, and carelessly indulge in 
what he may know to be wrong ; but not so the 
Spirit-taught believer. He has been awakened 
to see all that the cross reveals. He has learned 
that sin is indeed * exceeding smful ' (Rom. vii. 
13), and has seen the tremendous ransom 
needed to put it away, and the love of God in 
providing the sin-offering, and he cannot think 
lightly of it, or do other than heartily bewail the 
least appearsLUce of it in an^ ioiT£\. 
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Moreover, the consciousness that our *sins, 

which are many, are forgiven/ causes us to 

*love much' (Luke vii. 47); and this love finds 

its natural and constant expression in a sincere 

endeavour to keep God's commandments (John 
xiv. 15). 

Let us grasp, then, the blessed reality of 

forgiveness. All that was needed to merit it 

for us has been done by the Lord Jesus. It is 

for us to receive and enjoy it in simple reliance 

upon Him. 
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XV. 

' Sustim 6s JFaitfi/ 

IT always makes the way of salvation so 
simple to go back, as the New Testament 
writers do, to the case of Abraham (Rom. iv. 
1-25; Gal. iii. 6-29; Heb. vi. 13-20; Jas. ii. 
21-23). Justification was such a simple trans- 
action with him ; and it should be just as simple 
with us. 

Turn first to the original narrative in Gen. 
XV. 1-6. God had previously promised to make 
* a great nation * of Abraham (xiL 2) ; but later 
on the promise becomes more definite. A son 
is to be born to him, and his seed is to be as 
numberless as the stars. Abraham 'believed 
in the Lord; and He counted it to him for 
righteousness ' (xv. 6). It was for simple 
reliance upon God's promise that Abraham 
was justified, or reckoned righteous before God. 
Now turn to the inspired commentary on 
Ms In Rom. iv., and we sVvaW ^^^ \!c\fc ^^^Uca- 
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tion to ourselves. The promise of God to 
Abraham seemed improbable of fulfilment 
Humanly speaking it was impossible (ver. 19). 
But he trusted God, 'believing that * He was 
able also to perform * it (ver. 21). * Therefore it 
was imputed to him for righteousness* (ver. 22). 
And then the apostle adds, that this is 'not 
written for his sake alone,* * but for us also, to 
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him 
that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead ' 
(vers. 23, 24). 

So in Gal. iii., *the children of Abraham* 
are * they which are of faith,* t\e. believers (ver. 
7) ; and these * are blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham * (ver. 9). Thus *the blessing of Abraham* 
comes on us * through Jesus Christ * (ver. 14). 
The believer, that is, who simply trusts God*s 
promise of salvation in Christ, in spite of all 
appearances or feelings to the contrary, stands 
exactly in the position in which Abraham stood, 
as one completely justified in the sight of 
God. 

Then in Heb. vi. 13-20, in his exhortation 
to diligence and perseverance in the Christian 
course, the writer goes back to the guarantee 
given to Abraham, in order to bring out the 
absolute certainty of the promises of God. He 
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refers to the fact that God not only gave the 
word of promise, but also * confirmed it by an 
oath' (ver. 17). Thus by these *two immut- 
able things ' (/>. God*s word and also His oath) 
* we might have a strong consolation who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set 
before us' (ver. 18). Abraham had the word 
of promise confirmed by the oath; so have 
we. He rested upon it ; so may we. He was 
justified by so doing; so are we, and just as 
surely. 

Lastly, we turn to Jas. ii. 14-26. With 
Abraham it was not a mere profession of faith 
in God's word, producing no corresponding 
result in his conduct He showed that he 
trusted God in the matter of the proposed 
offering of Isaac. He acted as one who im- 
plicitly trusted God, even when it seemed a 
strange course. Assent to God's word without 
this would have been worthless, a * faith with- 
out works,' and therefore * dead ' (vers. 20, 26). 
His was a faith which led him to act as if what 
he believed was really tnu. This is the simple 
explanation of being 'justified by works ' (vers. 
21, 24, 25). He means that works prove the 
reality of true faith, and afford the only outward 
evidence of justification before God. 
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with Health. 

. This Magazine is specially suitable for distribution as a Tract 
by Christian wofkers, or for localization in parishes or con- 
gregations. 

All communieatSons may be forwarded 'To the Editor, 
Englefield, Bengeo, Hertford.' 'Suggestions for Localizing' 
may b«»had on application. 

May be ordered from all Booksellers, 



PuBUSHED BY HAUGHTON & CO., lo Paternoster 

Kow, London. 
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